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CPRE Meetings 
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17th March Darlington 

 

6th April Durham 
 

27th April NE Region 
 
 
 

Please confirm meeting details 
before travelling 
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Would you rather receive this NEwsletter 
by email?  If yes, please email: 
cpre.northeast@yahoo.co.uk and ask to 
be placed on the email list.  You can ask 
to come off at any time. 
 

Disclaimer:  The views expressed within 
this NEwsletter are those of the authors. 
 

Photo credits: front cover & p9-11 
Shutterstock; p6 & back cover Gilbert 
Johnston; p13 Don Brownlow; p17 
Richard Cowen. 
 
 
 

Items for the next issue should 
be with the Editor by 
1st March 2020. 
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CPRE campaigns for a better 
future for England’s unique, 
essential and precious 
countryside.  From giving parish 
councils expert advice on 
planning to influencing national 
and European policies, we work 
to protect and enhance the 
countryside 
 We believe a beautiful, 
thriving countryside is 
important for everyone, no 
matter where they live.  
Nationally, we do not own land 
or represent any special 
interests.  This differentiates us 
from organisations like the 
National Trust and the 
Countryside Alliance.  Our 
members are united in their 
love for England’s landscapes 
and rural communities, and 
stand up for the countryside, so 
it can continue to sustain, 
enchant and inspire future 
generations.  We’ll be stronger 
by being inclusive - CPRE  is for 
everyone. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Twitter_bird_logo_2012.svg
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stories, letters etc?  Please let us know 
so that we can make the NEwsletter 
responsive to your needs. 
 Is there anything you would like 
to raise to discuss with us locally or 
nationally about CPRE - ideas for 
improvements, members who might 
want to get involved on our committee, 
action groups that could be started or 
local interest groups we could support? 
 Finally, as we make increasing our 
membership at CPRE Durham and CPRE 
Northumberland a key priority for 2020, 
do you know anyone, a friend or family 
member, who might be interested in 
joining CPRE? 
 We are happy to talk to or email 
anyone who would like to do their bit to 
preserve and protect the English 
countryside and who might be 
interested in knowing a little more about 
us. 
 We wish you all a happy and 
successful 2020 and are thankful for 
everything you do to help us carry on the 
good work on your behalf. 
 If there is any way you could 
support us further or suggestions for 
growing our membership, we’d be 
grateful. 
 
You can send us your thoughts and ideas 
and recommend a friend by emailing 
gsamedia4u@gmail.com, or 
cpre.northeast.@yahoo.co.uk,  or by 
ringing Graeme on 07739 300 692.   
Graeme Anderson 

WELCOME to the winter edition of our 
quarterly CPRE NEwsletter. 
 Winter is traditionally a time of 
reflection and of giving and with this 
issue, we would like to ask you to give us 
your reflections on what you would like 
to see in your NEwsletter and, beyond 
that, from CPRE North East itself. 
 As many of you will probably 
know, CPRE nationally has been 
undergoing a sustained period of 
rebranding and repurposing as a charity. 
It is CPRE’s centenary year in 2026 and 
we want to make sure that the start of 
our second century as an organisation 
marks a reinvented and reinvigorated 
group fit to tackle the challenges that 
await the English countryside in the 21st 
Century. 
 First of all, we would like to thank 
you for your continued support and 
membership.  We hope you take 
satisfaction from being a member of 
CPRE and also enjoy the quarterly 
NEwsletter which keeps you up to date 
on what has been going on with the 
CPRE Durham and CPRE Northumberland 
groups which together make up CPRE 
North East. 
 Secondly, we invite you to give us 
feedback on this NEwsletter and let us 
know what you would like to see more 
or less of.  Are you happy with it as it is, 
or would you like to see more 
information on the big planning issues 
being considered?  Would you like to see 
less of planning matters and more 
photographs, poetry, ‘good news’ 

CPRE support CPRE and the General Election 

manifesto for a thriving countryside.  
Candidates in almost every constituency 
in England were contacted with 
members sending over 12,000 letters. 
Since the election itself, the aim is to 
follow up the result with letters to the 
successful candidates calling on them to 
make the countryside a priority in their 
early months in office. 
 CPRE wants the Government to 
put into law a strong Environment Bill 
protecting our environment and 
reducing waste, and an Agriculture Bill 
that rewards nature-friendly and  
low-carbon farming. 
 We will also be urging the 
government to address urgent 
challenges such as providing genuinely 
affordable homes in rural areas. 
Graeme Anderson 

IN the wake of the General Election 
returning a large majority for the 
Conservatives, we wait to see what the 
shape of the new Government’s 
approach to the environment will be in 
2020. 
 One notable feature of the 
election campaign was that, (Brexit and 
the NHS apart), the environment and 
climate change was one of the leading 
areas of debate. 
 CPRE nationally pushed its own 
manifesto for the English countryside 
and here in the North East, CPRE 
Durham and CPRE Northumberland 
pushed the issue with letters to the local 
Press, which caught attention and 
sparked debate. 
 Nationally, more than 3,000 CPRE 
members wrote to their election 
candidates to ask them to back our 

www.facebook.com/
cprenortheastregion/ti,eline?
ref=page_internal 

@CPRENorthEast 
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about life on our earth, and their 
understanding of what might be beyond… 

 CPRE published its first major 
research and findings into Night Blight in a 
report in 2016, but has been working hard 
to research and promote the benefits and 
beauty of “dark skies” across England for 
much longer than that.  

 “Night Blight” is the general term 
given to describe the negative effects of 
light pollution on our ability to view the 
beautiful constellations of stars, planets 
and galaxies visible to us in our night 
skies.  Some of the worst affected areas 
are our towns and cities, where “sky 
glow” is now common - that pinky orange 
glow we see for miles around our towns 
and cities, spreading deep into the 
countryside, caused by a scattering of 
artificial light by airborne dust and water 

Seeking out those starry starry nights - 
Cassa Townsend, Volunteering 
Development Manager, CPRE - North of 
England  
 

For me personally, the brightest of stars, 
on the darkest of nights, were seen from 
the decking of a caravan that my family 
leased for five years, on a site overlooking 
Budle Bay on the Northumberland coast.  
Stars from horizon to wide horizon, clearly 
visible to the eye - many thousands of 
them, sometimes “shooting”; satellites 
moving slowly in detectable straight lines 
across the sky.  That dizzying, craning-of-
the-neck experience is one I will never 
forget, and I was lucky enough to be able 
to share this experience with my young 
children on similar cold, fresh nights 
staring out to Holy Island - and begin 
those early conversations with them 
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Star Count 2020 
Friday 21st to Friday 28th February 2020 

of light pollution can be tracked over 
time.  We’ll be asking you to choose a 
clear night between February 21st-
February 28th February 2020 and look to 
the skies to see how many stars you can 
spot within the star constellation of 
Orion.  And don’t worry, we’ll give lots of 
guidance so you know where to look!  It’s 
a great, easy piece of stargazing – no 
telescopes required - for kids and adults. 

 There is more information about 
Night Blight and the Dark Skies campaign 
at www.cpre.org.uk/darkskies  - with links 
to relevant research, interesting articles 
and resources relating to light pollution in 
the UK and globally . 
 Have a look at the interactive maps 
on the CPRE website which show the 
areas of England where the darkest and 
brightest skies are – these maps are 
searchable so you can check out your 
local area and explore the places where 
you’ll have the best chance of star 
spotting. 

 Look out for events or activities 
that may be taking place at an 
Observatory near you - there are an 
increasing number of local astronomy 
groups who run events for families at 
places such as the Kielder Observatory 
which opened in 2008.  Following  years 
of hard work by staff and volunteers at 
Kielder, the dark-sky zone there was 
recently designated the third-largest area 
of protected dark sky in the world by the 
International Dark-Sky Association.  

 Get in touch if you would like to 
know more or are seeking further 
guidance about resources on the internet 
or how to get involved with Star Count 
2020, by emailing 
cassa.townsend@cpre.org.uk 

droplets.  As urban 
sprawl and ribbon 
development have 
further taken hold over recent decades, 
it’s a sad fact that many of our children 
may never be able to observe the many 
natural wonders of the night sky such as 
the Milky Way.  Rural areas are affected 
too - glare is caused by increasingly bright 
lighting used on properties, highways and 
other industrial and commercial 
developments - making light intrusion an 
increasingly common feature of both 
modern rural and urban living. 

 Wildlife suffers too - light pollution 
can interrupt the natural rhythms of 
nature such as migration, feeding and 
reproduction.  Artificial light presence late 
into the night confuses birds, insects and 
other animals who are increasingly active 
outside their normal waking hours.  A 
recent report published in Biological 
Conservation Journal in April 2019 cited 
global light pollution as one of the major 
factors in the alarming “insect 
apocalypse” - with research predicting 
that dramatic rates of global insect 
decline could lead to the extinction of 
40% of the world's insect species over the 
next few decades. 
 

What can I do?  

More locally, CPRE is encouraging people 
to get out, search for and celebrate their 
local dark skies, through an initiative 
called Star Count.  During the week from 
Friday 21st - Friday 28th February 2020, 
many people will be getting out, away 
from the light and seeking out the stars in 
the night sky or just counting them on 
their doorstep.   

 You can sign up online to receive 
more guidance on how to carry out a Star 
Count of your own and report your 
findings back to CPRE so that the effects 

 

Sign up at www.cpre.org.uk/starcount 
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Comet Hale-Bopp behind Cleadon Water Tower, South Tyneside, 30th March 1997 

http://www.cpre.org.uk/darkskies
http://www.cpre.org.uk/starcount


University donated a telescope, and in 
October 2002, the Cygnus Observatory 
was opened to the public.  Building 
Cygnus taught me the art of the possible, 
and brought with it a sense of pride.  I 
first discovered Kielder Forest in north-
west Northumberland while stargazing 
with the SAS.  I felt as though I had 
stumbled across part of Scandinavia. The 
sky glowed with the light of thousands of 
stars; they seemed almost tangible.  I 
went on to organise the first of a series 
of star camps at Kielder, and soon began 
to dream of building something on the 
site.  A chance drink at the pub with 
Peter Sharpe, the art and architecture 
curator for the Kielder Water and Forest 
Park, saw my idea take off.  We secured 
funding from numerous bodies, and, in 
association with the Royal Institute of 
British Architects (RIBA), launched a 
competition for architectural firms to 
design the observatory. 
 

Defending dark skies 
Eventually, in April 2008, Kielder 
Observatory opened to the public.  It 
remains one of my proudest moments.  I 
still can’t get over its beauty!  Designed 
to resemble a ship sailing into the sky, 
the wooden structure is surrounded by 
miles of wilderness, trees and hills.  You 

As a child, I would spend hours looking 
at the moon and stars through my 
brother’s telescope.  I was fascinated by 
all the colourful dots of light, and 
wanted to learn more about our skies. I 
grew up in Sunderland in the 1970s, 
which wasn’t the most nourishing 
environment for aspiring scientists.  At 
that time you either worked down the 
mines, at the shipyard or on a building 
site.  For years, I kept my passion for 
astronomy to myself; I wanted to be 
accepted, not singled out.  I married 
young, became a dad, and, because 
needs must, became a bricklayer.  Life 
on the building site was exciting initially:  
I was surrounded by the lads I’d grown 
up with, and I enjoyed honing my craft.  
But something was missing: I had 
sidelined my love for the stars.  When I 
reached my early 30s, I decided to 
rekindle my passion for astronomy. 
 

Stargazing for all 
I joined the local astronomy group, the 
Sunderland Astronomical Society (SAS), 
and it was here that I experienced my 
first real taste of astronomy.  We came 
up with a plan to build an observatory 
for the community, and I volunteered to 
build it.  I persuaded my company to 
donate the building materials, Durham 

and losing myself in the stars. Look up, 
and let the universe in! 
This article, or a version of it, was 
originally published in CPRE’s award-
winning magazine, Countryside Voices. 
You’ll have Countryside Voices sent to 
your door three times a year, as well as 
access to other benefits including 
discounts on attraction visits and 
countryside kit from major high street 
stores, when you join as a CPRE member.  

can see right 
down to Kielder 
Water in the 
distance.  
Because of its 
isolated 
location, the 
skies here are 
the darkest in 
Britain.  In 
2013, our dark-
sky zone was 
designated the 
third largest 
area of 
protected dark 
sky in the world 
by the 
International Dark-Sky Association.  My 
work at the observatory has made me 
realise that dark skies form an important 
part of our heritage, and need to be 
preserved for future generations.  Today, 
the Kielder Observatory is home to two 
permanently mounted telescopes, and 
employs 10 full-time staff, aided by 40 
volunteers and eight trustees.  As the 
observatory’s director, I divide my time 
between the observatory itself and our 
office, an hour’s drive away.  We’re 
currently expanding 
to include four 
permanently 
mounted telescopes, 
as well as a fleet of 
telescopes for the 
public to use.  It’s a 
busy job, but after 25 
years of bricklaying, I 
feel like I’m home at 
last.  To this day, I 
enjoy nothing better 
than lying on my back 
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CPRE has long worked for dark skies over our countryside, not least to 
allow for the breathtaking experience of stargazing. Here, professional 
star-spotter Gary Fildes shares his journey to becoming a professional 
astronomer – and what the dark skies over Northumberland mean to him. 

Written in the stars 
By Gary Fildes 

 

Kielder Observatory 

 

Kielder Observatory 
 

A public astronomical observatory  
which is second to none,  

under some of the darkest skies in the world  
where you'll find "infinite inspiration"  

and wonders you could never have imagined. 
 

https://kielderobservatory.org/ 
 

www.visitkielder.com/visit/kielder-observatory 

Kielder Observatory 
Shutterstock 

https://www.cpre.org.uk/get-involved/donations-and-membership/become-a-member/


Here the delicate poignancy of the sky and the 
freezing mist make an unforgettable impression for 
the short while such scenes last. The beauty of winter 
is evanescent and fleeting – but all the more precious 
for it. 
 

Even more memorable are the sudden changes of the 
winter scene brought home to us by a fall of snow, 
when places long familiar are suddenly seen anew, 
clothed in a pristine whiteness that briefly 
transfigures them. 

 

Walking over snow-covered hills (an undertaking that 
requires careful planning and safety awareness) is an 
out-door experience more than any other that can 
take us into a different world, one that is pure and 
edenic. Some return from it feeling strangely 
different, renewed, cleansed even, and 
philosophically detached. 
 

But we don’t have to go to such lengths to gain the 
benefit of a winter walk after snow. A local footpath 
through fields will take us out of ourselves – and with 
children offer the fun of snowballing or tobogganing 
down a hillside. 
 

Woodland walks in particular offer something more with 
branches glistening and a ribbon of white to follow 
through the trees. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Of course, describing the countryside in rapturous 
language at a time of year which is more generally 
thought of as dull, cold and lifeless may seem unrealistic, 
selfishly thoughtless even when for many of our fellow-
citizens winter means a constant struggle to keep warm 
and get about safely. CPRE has for years campaigned to 
improve the quality of public transport and housing in 
rural areas, and individual members are often involved in 
community support activities. 
 

But meanwhile, even in the depths of winter our 
countryside retains its ability to take our breath away by 
its beauty. It’s out there happening now. Don’t miss it. 

Shutterstock 
Allen Banks under snow 

 

It takes a dedicated lover of the countryside to 
respond to the cold beauty of an icy moon over a 
frost-bitten field. Bleached of life and colour the land 
struggles to provide sustenance to the flock of sheep 
scraping a meagre ration from its freeze-dried 
grasses. 
 

But scenes like this have always had their admirers, 
as shown by these words from a poem written over 
1,600 years ago on the other side of the world. 
 

    ‘Dew frozen, drifting mists gone, isn't this the 
unspoilt heart of beauty, 

    This frost-deepened austerity?  Taken by silence, I 
can linger 

    This exquisite moon out to the end...’ 
                (Tao Chien - Chinese poet of the 4th century) 
 

The colder weather of winter lends its own kind of 
beauty to country scenes. The light is gentler, colours 
are subtler and outlines are muted by misty air. But 
the pleasure we get from winter scenes is no less 
special or memorable. 
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Winter  
Landscapes 

by  

Colin Adsley 
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Shutterstock 
Freezing moon, Northumberland 

Shutterstock 
Frosty River Aln 

Shutterstock 
Sycamore Gap 

Shutterstock 
Holywell Dene 
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Abbreviations 

AONB Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty 

 

CPRE Campaign to Protect Rural 
England 

 

EiP Examination in Public 
 

MORA Middleton One Row Alliance 
 

NCC Northumberland County Council 
 

OAN Objectively Assessed Need 
(Housing) 

 

RIBA Royal Institute of British 
Architects 

 

SAS Sunderland Astronomical 
Association 
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Planners defending the Plan, while 
various developers seek to argue the 
unsoundness of any policies that 
impinge on their vested interests.  Phase 
2 of the EiP will begin in February. 
 Meanwhile, work over the last 
three months has taken in numerous 
planning applications from Tyneside 
right up to Berwick on the border with 
Scotland. Seven have drawn objections. 
 The largest of those we have 
objected to is a proposal by the Banks 
Group to build 900 houses on land to the 
west of Brunton Lane, Newcastle.  This 
marks an 80% uplift in the number of 
homes to be built on the site.  This 
appears to be an emerging pattern as 
applications are put forward in relation 
to the policies set out in the Core 
Strategy/Local Plan adopted in 2015.  
CPRE Northumberland agrees with Save 
Newcastle Wildlife that for Newcastle 
City Council to allow large uplifts in 
housing numbers on the majority of 
Strategic Land Release sites calls into 
question the planning justification for 
the significant losses of Green Belt 
required by the Plan.  CPRE 
Northumberland is also concerned that 
the extra number of houses means 
green space is lost to housing which 
could have provided more opportunities 
for wildlife corridors and better 
perimeter marking of Green Belt 
boundaries. 
 A strong letter of objection has 
been written to Northumberland County 
Council over plans to build 501 houses 
on land earmarked for employment next 
to West Hartford Fire Station in 

As 2019 drew to a close, CPRE 
Northumberland consolidated its 
programme of activities with the last two 
of our planned walks for the year, before 
outlining a range of events for 2020.  We 
also appointed a new volunteer, Monica 
Thompson, as Events and Membership 
Support Officer, who has begun 
researching Summer Shows around the 
county where we can set up our stall 
with a new display stand and eye-
catching artwork created by our 
Secretary Annie. 
 In October Jeff Wild, our Walks 
Coordinator, led a National Park walk 
from The Sill along the Whin Sill itself - 
after a talk on the rock formations of the 
area.  This was followed in November by 
a walk from Rothbury along the Coquet, 
then up on to the Armstrong Terraces.  
With the ground sodden by heavy 
overnight rain, and low clouds overhead, 
views were limited and the elements of 
earth and water predominated, though 
the conversation was warm and lively 
amongst the companionable group. 
 Our November meeting focused 
on forward planning, with events 
including: 

• 20th Feb - a Pub Quiz in Hexham; 

• 12 March - Talk on the conservation 
of red squirrels; 

• June - Talk on stonewalling at the 
Blacksmith’s Barn, Belsay. 

  

We attended some sessions of the 
Examination in Public (EiP) of the 
Northumberland Local Plan, which has 
so far been dominated by 
Northumberland County Council (NCC)

CPRE Northumberland Round-up 

Cramlington.  Among the many reasons 
to oppose this plan from Homes England, 
the main ones relate to the environment 
and the site’s unsustainable transport 
issues. 
 An objection was also lodged to 
plans to build 200 houses in East Ord in 
Berwick.  The site lies outside the 
settlement boundary of Berwick and 
buildings here would alter the perceived 

character of the town.  The land is an 
attractive green space offering fine views 
towards the Cheviot Hills and there is no 
shortage of homes in Berwick to justify 
the application. The Draft Policies Map 
shows a number of sites allocated either 
fully or in part for housing, many of which 
are yet to start building work. 
Colin Adsley and Graeme Anderson 
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Fields in the Coquet valley looking towards the Cheviot 

 

  

 

  

 
 

  

 

  

 

  



CPRE Durham Round-up 

CPRE Durham will strongly oppose 
proposed surface mining for the 
extraction of up to 90,000 tonnes of coal 
and 20,000 tonnes of fireclay on land to 
the west of Bradley Surface Mine 
Leadgate Consett.  We will also oppose 
an application to vary conditions at the 
existing Bradley site. 
 CPRE Durham has written to object 
to an application for up to 60 houses at 
Crookgate near Burnopfield.  This is a 
resubmitted application, a previous 
application for 110 houses at the same 
location having been refused.   We 
contend that the same reasons apply - 
inappropriate incursion into the 
countryside and poor access to services 
and facilities. 
 Meanwhile, plans to build 
glamping pods, a five-bedroom manager’s 
house, wind turbine and solar panels  on 
land at West Pelton, near Chester-le-
Street, have been strongly opposed by 
CPRE Durham.  The site is next to a 
primary school and has received 
numerous objections.  CPRE’s Richard 
Cowen said: “We believe the most 
important issue is the glamping one.  If 
that is not approved, there is clearly no 
need for a manager’s house and no need 
for the renewable energy proposals.  
Given the location of this site adjacent to 
a primary school and opposite a 
residential area, we represent it is not 
“appropriate to the scale and character of 
the area”.  As far as the house is 
concerned, the need for this appears to 
be in connection with the proposed 
business.  “It is described as a ‘manager’s 
house’ so if the glamping element of this 

application is refused, the house should 
fall alongside it.” 
 Concerns have been expressed by 
CPRE Durham over a proposed 
Renewable Energy Centre for the 
recovery of energy from non-hazardous 
residual waste on land at Hillthorn Farm, 
Washington.  We focused on the 
response of the Environment Agency to 
the application and have sought 
clarification, in particular over any 
potential harm to nearby Barmston Pond. 
 CPRE Durham plans to object to 
expected proposals to build 73 houses on 
Winston Road in Staindrop.  Among the 
objections to the suggested proposal are 
loss of a green field site and the site being 
both a flood-plain and part of Staindrop’s 
heritage and classed as Poor Land.  A 
major objection revolves around the 
extra traffic any new development would 
create in a village which already has 
problems with bottlenecks. 
 An objection was submitted to 
plans to build two holiday lodges in 
Coatham Mundeville, near Darlington on 
land off Brafferton Lane.  The proposals 
would detract from the visual, historic 
and architectural character of the 
Coatham Mundeville Conservation Area.  
The site lies in unspoilt and undeveloped 
land to the north of Brafferton Lane and 
would represent alien features in the 
landscape as well as being visually 
intrusive.  We have now been informed 
the application has been withdrawn. 
 Elsewhere, in Ovington, near 
Barnard Castle, we objected to plans to 
build three houses which we regarded as 
inappropriate development.  
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 An application for housing 
development at nearby Cotherstone was 
withdrawn after our intervention and a 
statement on heritage grounds from 
historian Niall Hammond. 
 Finally, CPRE Durham has objected 
to a request to allow 16 holiday homes at 
Evergreen Park in Crimdon to be used as 
permanent residences.  We represent 
that qualifies as a development in the 
countryside and, while a tourist or leisure 
activity may be acceptable, a residential 
one is not.  The implications of changing it 
to a permanent residential development 
must be fully taken into account and 
should be refused permission. 
Graeme Anderson 
 

Middleton One Row Alliance (MORA) 
granted costs 

A legal battle to stop controversial 
housing development on the outskirts of 
Darlington has been won by CPRE 
Durham with the added bonus of the 
developers paying costs. 
 Gladman Developments had 
wanted to build 280 houses and a 60-bed 
care home next to Middleton St George 
and when they didn't get the go-ahead, 
they lodged an appeal so that a public 
inquiry would be held. 
 CPRE Durham and Middleton St 
George Parish Council had both objected 
strenuously to the original application 
because the site affected the Middleton 
One Row Conservation Area and a Roman 
Road and would generate an 
unacceptable level of traffic. 
 So, after the announcement of the 
inquiry, CPRE Durham joined forces with 
the parish council to form a ‘Rule 6 Party’ 
- giving us the right to participate in giving 
evidence and cross-examining Gladman 
witnesses.  This became known as the 

Middleton One Row Alliance (MORA). 
 Middleton St George Parrish 
Council employed heritage expert Nial 
Hammond as part of the battle, while 
CPRE duo Richard Cowen, (appointed as 
lay representative), and Bob Barfoot, 
(administration) drove the work on. 
 In the wake of MORA’s hard work 
and in the face of opposition by 
Darlington Borough Council, Gladman 
withdrew from the appeal without giving 
a reason and MORA made an application 
for costs, on behalf of Middleton St 
George Parish Council, to the Planning 
Inspectorate.  
 Gladman opposed the application, 
but the request was granted and roughly 
£5,000 costs were recovered from the 
developers. 
 Richard Cowen, Chair of CPRE 
North East, said: “We were ecstatic when 
Gladman withdrew their appeal because 
this was clearly inappropriate 
development which would have harmed 
the countryside and affected the quality 
of life of people living nearby.  Legal 
matters can be uncertain and potentially 
costly affairs so we were grateful to 
Middleton St George Parish Council for 
making the important decision to put up 
the money which allowed us to mount 
strong opposition.  We were equally 
grateful to the Planning Inspectorate for 
granting us costs, which made sure no-
one was out of pocket on this matter 
apart from Gladman.  Across the North 
East CPRE is constantly monitoring and 
fighting against inappropriate 
development which will harm the 
environment, but it is a David and Goliath 
battle, given the deep pockets of the 
developers. 
Bob Barfoot and Graeme Anderson 



Children and green spaces 
One of CPRE’s priorities for the next 
Government is improving access to green 
spaces for everyone – and we’ve just found 
that 96% of parents think it’s important for 
children to experience green spaces first-
hand and spend time in the natural world. 
 The survey of 2,000 parents across 
England, carried out by OnePoll, and 
commissioned by CPRE, reveals: 

• 85% of parents in England think every 
school-child should be able to 
experience the countryside first-hand 
as part of the national curriculum; 

• 96% think it is important for children to 
spend time in the natural world, 
including the countryside (with 69% 
saying this is very important). 

The top five reasons cited by parents for 
why children should spend time in nature 
were: 
 

1. Boost physical health (74%) 
2. Learn more about nature and science 

(74%) 
3. Boost their mental health (70%) 
4. Experience the thrill of observing 

wildlife first-hand (65%) 
5. Understand why we should protect the 

countryside (64%) 
 

Separate research by CPRE shows 36% of 
England’s population live too far from the 
current network of 10 National Parks and 
34 Areas of Outstanding National Beauty 
(AONBs) for these areas to be classified as 
easily accessible. 

National CPRE  

Access for everyone 
The review says that there needs to be a 
stronger mission to connect all people to 
National Parks and AONBs.  It highlights 
that their overall popularity masks large 
differences in who actually gets to enjoy 
them.  Our own research found that 36% 
of England’s population live too far from 
the current network of 10 National Parks 
and 34 AONBs to easily access them, with 
almost half of the most socially deprived 
areas of the country falling outside of the 
accessible range. 
 We think these astounding 
landscapes should be experienced and 
enjoyed by everyone, so we absolutely 
agree that more needs to be done to 
improve access for all.  We also think it’s 
important that children get to experience 
these wonderful places, instilling a love for 
them from a young age.  The Glover 
Review recommends that every child 

What if every child had the opportunity to 
visit a National Park and spend a night 
under the stars?  That’s one of the 
recommendations of an independent 
review into the future of National Parks 
and Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty 
(AONBs). 
 The review was commissioned by 
the Government but produced by an 
independent panel led by writer Julian 
Glover, who travelled the country learning 
about what works and what can be 
improved in the management of and 
access to our most iconic countryside. 
 CPRE submitted a series of 
recommendations to ensure more people 
can access these stunning landscapes and 
secure the future for our AONBs – and 
many of these have been adopted by the 
Review!  Here are the three things you 
need to know. 
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Glover Review: National Parks and AONBs 

©
 R

ic
h

ar
d

 C
o

w
en

 

A lonesome pine between Blanchland and Rookhope in the North Pennines AONB 
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 The Glover Review says that these 
landscapes should do more for the 
communities who live in them and suggests 
that there should be a new purpose to 
‘foster the economic and community 
vitality of these areas’. 
 While the intention is good, we’re 
concerned that adding an economic 
purpose could inadvertently put these 
landscapes at risk of inappropriate 
development. 
 We’re keen to see sustainable 
development, such as truly affordable 
homes to support local communities, as 
long as it takes place in the right places and 
doesn’t compromise the natural beauty of 
our National Parks and AONBs. 
 

What happens next? 
We’ve taken a close look at the final report, 
and are considering how to pursue the 
recommendations, both as part of CPRE’s 
campaigns and in partnership with other 
organisations. 
 A Government response is expected 
in the coming months, and we’ll be doing 
our utmost to ensure that these astounding 
landscapes are even more beautiful and 
vibrant in the future, accessed and enjoyed 
by everyone. 

should spend a night under the stars in a 
National Park or AONB.  We think this 
should be embedded in the national 
curriculum. 
 

Stronger AONBs 
We’ve campaigned for many years for 
AONBs to be strengthened and 
recommended several ways this can 
happen.  Although National Parks and 
AONBs share stunningly beautiful 
landscapes, AONBs have had little say on 
what development takes place in their 
areas, and have much less funding. So 
we’re very pleased that the Glover Review 
agrees, and recommends that they should 
be given additional funding and a greater 
say on development in their areas.  Of 
course, there is hard work ahead to ensure 
that the Glover Review will result in a 
stronger future for England’s 34 AONBs – 
and we’ll be at the forefront of this. 
 

An economic purpose for National Parks 
and AONBs? 
There are currently two stated purposes for 
National Parks: to conserve and enhance 
natural beauty, wildlife and cultural 
heritage; and to ‘promote opportunities for 
the understanding and enjoyment of the 
special qualities of national parks by the 
public’. 

 



Local Plans in CPRE North East area 
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At present, there are adopted local 
development plans in the four of the local 
authority areas covered by of CPRE North 
East: Newcastle and Gateshead who have 
a joint plan; Hartlepool; and Stockton. The 
Plans in all the other council areas are at 
various stages as follows 
 

Sunderland 
The Examination in Public (EiP) has been 
held and the Inspector has issued his 
interim report.  He has found “exceptional 
circumstances” for Green Belt deletions for 
housing, but agreed that three areas (at 
Springwell and North Hylton) should not be 
deleted.  He has, however, recommended 
that the council consider re-instating for 
deletion one area they had previously 
discounted.  It is understood that his final 
report will be made in early 2020. 
 

South Tyneside 
The council has published its Preferred 
Options and the consultation period has 
now ended.  CPRE Durham has made 
numerous representations. We will need 
to see how many are catered for when the 
council publishes its Pre-submission draft. 

 

Darlington 
At present, Darlington has put its emerging 
local plan on hold while it reconsiders the 
Objectively Assessed Need (OAN) for 
housing and highways issues.  CPRE 
Durham has been very concerned that the 
Council had been proposing housing 
numbers far in excess of the number 
required under the government’s Standard 
Method and at present it is not known 
what the Council is likely to decide. 
 

Middlesbrough 
CPRE  made representations to the Pre 
submission draft, particularly in relation to 

housing allocations. The council had 
planned to submit this to the Inspectorate 
last June for an EiP. However, this has not 
happened and the website shows that it is 
now proposed to return to the Preferred 
Options stage in summer 2020. 
 

County Durham 
The EiP into the Durham Plan has now 
been held. It lasted for 4 weeks over a 
period of about 2 months. The Inspector 
has been asking some very pointed 
questions and issued a number of further 
written questions and one set of Action 
Points. This required the Council to retain 
two small areas in the Green Belt at Great 
Lumley and Fernhill in Durham city that 
they had proposed to delete. 
 Particularly controversial issues 
have been two much larger proposed 
deletions for housing at Sniperley and 
Sherburn and the proposal to construct 
two relief roads around the City, but in the 
Green Belt.  However, the sessions of the 
EiP when these were discussed occurred 
after the General Election was called.  As a 
result, the Inspector could not make any 
comments during the election period but 
he has since sent a number of Action 
Points for the Council to consider.  He has 
requested that the Council reply by 10th 
January and, that it should liaise with 
relevant persons “where appropriate and 
possible”.  There is no indication yet, 
however, as to how he will deal with, in 
particular, these important issues. 
 CPRE Durham made numerous 
representations to various policies but was  
invited to attended only three sessions.  
This was because the Inspector was 
concerned about the sheer number of 
people who wanted to attend many of the 
sessions and asked each group to select 
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two sessions and also to align with other 
groups where possible. 
 It has been a very interesting EiP 
with the Inspector asking many incisive 
questions.  Many developers have been 
present, no doubt wishing to sell the 
virtues of their site as opposed to those 
allocated.  The Inspector, however, has 
made it clear that he will only consider 
whether or not the Plan as drafted is 
“sound”.  As such, he is not considering the 
merits of “omission sites”, ie those not 
included by the Council.  At other EiPs 
developers have been able to argue that 
the process may have been wrong eg. 
because the Council did not give sufficient 
consideration to alternative sites, or that 
the Objectively Assessed Need (OAN) for 
housing is too low.  However, if the 
Inspector should find that more sites 
should be allocated for any legitimate 
reason, he will refer the matter to the 
Council to reconsider and they will allocate 
as they think fit.  Clearly, there cannot be 
any advance on this until he has 
considered the Council’s response to his 
Action Points mentioned above. 
 

Newcastle 
The Newcastle Local Plan was adopted in 
2015, and involved extensive areas of the 
Green Belt north and west of the city to be 
taken for housing, with the Newcastle 
Great Park its key feature.  
 Save Newcastle Wildlife (with our 
support) is fighting a rear-guard action 
against the Plan to build 1,200 homes and 
a school on a site directly abutting the 
Havannah Local Nature Reserve, with just a 
minimal buffer zone and a high metal 
fence between them.  CPRE has taken issue 
with further Reserved Matters applications 
where there is a common pattern of uplift 
in the number of units planned for, recent 
examples in the order of 50 to 150%.  
 

North Tyneside 
The North Tyneside Local Plan was 
adopted in 2017. Since then, two large 
housing developments called for in the 
Plan have had their Masterplans published 
and consulted on, Killingworth Moor and 
Murton Gap. 
 The Killingworth Moor site has 
recently seen a Reserved Matters 
application for the first phase of the 
development, following the outline plans 
closely, though not without criticism from 
Sport England on the paucity of provision 
for games pitches. 
 

Northumberland 
The Northumberland Local Plan is now 
undergoing its Examination-in-Public in 
two phases.  The first was held in October 
and the second, on Chapter 13 of the Plan 
dealing with the provision of natural 
resources, is due to start in February. 
 The process of examining the Plan 
has settled into a pattern of 
Northumberland County Council arguing 
its case on the issues identified by the 
Inspector, while around the table sniping 
at details of the Plan have been an array of 
developers looking to make inroads into 
the Plan’s firm defence of the 
environment, reduce its requirements for 
community support via Section 106 
agreements and affordable homes, or to 
add pieces of land to the limited range of 
sites planned for development where they 
have a vested interest. 
 CPRE Northumberland co-signed a 
representation from the Newcastle and 
Northumberland Society on the Plan’s 
approach to renewable energy, in 
particular the extensive areas of scenic 
upland declared as ‘suitable for wind 
turbines up to 40 metres in height’, and 
this will feature as one of the issues to be 
examined in the next phase.  
Richard Cowen and Colin Adsley 


