
Your Home, Your Voice, Your England   Your Home, Your Voice, Your England   Your Home, Your Voice, Your England      

 

Campaign to Protect Rural England 
 

North East NEwsletter 
(formerly  Overview) 

 
 Spring 2013 

Local 
Food 

L
o
c
a
l fo

o
d
 in

 D
a
rlin

g
to

n
 M

a
rk

e
t 

C
am

p
aign

 to
 P

ro
te

ct R
u

ral En
glan

d
  -  th

e
 c

o
u
n
try

sid
e
 c

a
m

p
a
ig

n
e
rs

 

C
P
R
E
 fig

h
ts fo

r 
a
 b

e
tte

r fu
tu

re
 

fo
r th

e
 E

n
g
lish

 
c
o
u
n
try

sid
e
. 

W
e
 w

o
rk

 
lo

c
a
lly

 a
n
d
 

n
a
tio

n
a
lly

 to
 

p
ro

te
c
t, sh

a
p
e
 

a
n
d
 e

n
h
a
n
c
e
 a

 
b
e
a
u
tifu

l, 
th

riv
in

g
, 

c
o
u
n
try

sid
e
 fo

r 
e
v
e
ry

o
n
e
 to

 
v
a
lu

e
 a

n
d
 

e
n
jo

y
. 



 
Contacts 
 
North East Group 
Contact: Jan Arger 
E-mail: janarger@btinternet.com 
Tel:  01833 650921 
Meet:  4 times a year 
 
Northumberland Branch 
Contact Phil Bell 
Tel:  07775 923 286 
Website:  
www.cpre-northumberland.org.uk/ 
 
Durham Branch 
Contact: Gillan Gibson 
E-mail: cpre.durham@yahoo.co.uk 
Tel:  0191 537 1712 
Website: www.cpredurham.org.uk/ 
Meet:  Alternate months 
 
National Office 
Contact: 5-11 Lavington Street, 
  London, SE1 0NZ 
E-mail: info@cpre.org.uk 
Tel:   020 7981 2800 
Website: www.cpre.org.uk/ 
 
Newsletter Editors 
Contact: Gillan Gibson 
E-mail cpre.northeast@yahoo.co.uk 
Tel:  0191 537 1712 
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Northumberland Branch 

covering 
Northumberland 

Newcastle 
North Tyneside 

 

Durham Branch 
Covering 

Gateshead 
South Tyneside 

Co Durham 
Darlington 
Stockton 

Hartlepool 
Middlesbrough 

 
 

CPRE Meetings 
 

4th February Durham 
 

19th February Darlington 
 

19th March  Darlington 
 

8th April  Durham 
 

9th April  NE Region 
 

16th April  Darlington 
 

21st May  Darlington 
 

3rd June  Durham 
 

Please confirm meeting 
details before travelling 

 

North East NEwsletter 
 

 Spring 2013 
 

Issue 20 
 

(Issues 1-16 titled Overview) 
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CPRE fights for a better future 
for England’s unique, essential 
and precious countryside. From 
giving parish councils expert 
advice on planning issues to 
influencing national and 
European policies, we work to 
protect and enhance the 
countryside. 
 We believe a beautiful, 
thriving countryside is 
important for everyone, no 
matter where they live. 
Nationally, we don’t own land 
or represent any special 
interests. Our members are 
united in their love for 
England’s landscapes and rural 
communities, and stand up for 
the countryside, so it can 
continue to sustain, enchant 
and inspire future generations. 
We’ll be stronger by being 
inclusive – CPRE is for 
everyone. Nationally, we don’t 
own land or represent any 
special interests. This 
differentiates us from 
organisations like the National 
Trust and the Countryside 
Alliance. 
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NEwsletter by e-mail 
 

Would you rather receive this 
NEwsletter by e-mail? 
 

If yes, please e-mail: 
cpre.northeast@yahoo.co.uk and ask 
to be placed on the e-mail list. 
 

 
 

Disclaimer: The views expressed within 
this Newsletter are those of the authors.  

 

Photo credits: Front and back covers 
CPRE/Julian Germain; p7 CPRE and 
Crown Copyright (Ordnance Survey); 
p8 & p9 Supplied by North East England 
Farmers’ Markets; p10 diagram Mike 
Norton, Wikipedia, under a Creative 
Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 
Unported license; p11 Howard Elcock; 
p12 Les Ashworth; p 15 leaflet Tees 
Heritage Park; p15-18 photos supplied by 
Bob Mullen; and p19 CPRE. 
 

Items for the next issue should be with 
the Editor by 1st April 2013. 

  

 

 



First, a Happy New Year to all our 
members.  There are no doubt many 
challenges to come in 2013.  Many we 
will be aware of and have to deal 
with at Branch level.  Others which I 
mention below are perhaps more on 
a Regional scale. 
 Secondly, on a sadder note, I 
was informed by Shaun Spiers, Chief 
executive of CPRE, over the 
Christmas period that Tony Kemmer, 
a national trustee and former chair 
of East Midlands, had died on 
Christmas Eve.  He will be a sad loss 
to the organisation and I have 
expressed condolences on behalf of 
us all. 
 On the national scale, I am 
sure all will have heard of the issues 
regarding the Growth and 

Infrastructure Bill.  Although some 
parts of this Bill are acceptable, the 
thrust of it appears to be to weaken 
the planning system still further and 
to an unacceptable extent and to 
threaten even more the 
Government’s own aim of Localism. 
We have been asked to write to our 
MPs (a draft letter has been prepared 
by CPRE National Office) and I know 
some of us have done so to express 
our concerns about this Bill. 
 I am sure we will all have 
heard that the Government has now 
allowed fracking to be resumed after 
the issues that arose in Lancashire 
last year when there was a minor 
earthquake (see also page 10). I had 
understood that fracking was not a 
commercial possibility in the North 

East because of the rock formations, 
but it now appears that this is not 
correct.  We do not expect any 
interest to be shown for a few years 
but it appears there are potentially 
viable areas within the Pennine 
Chain.  From our point of view, I do 
not think this is an issue which needs 
immediate attention, but I believe 
we must now be aware that it is 
something that may affect our Region 
in the not too distant future.  CPRE 
Lancashire are considering the 
implications of fracking in their area 
and they may be taking a national 
lead on the subject. 
 So far as Local Nature 
Partnerships (LNPs) are concerned, 
the Northumberland LNP has now 
also been approved.  Only the Upland 
Chain LNP has so far produced a plan. 
In the main this is to carry out a 
number of projects and 
improvements which we would no 
doubt support, but we are unlikely to 
be able to assist directly on them as 
we do not have the appropriate 
expertise. However, there may be 
strategic planning issues (such as 
fracking?) where we have an input.  
And the law has recently been 
changed to say that the duty to  
co-operate in strategic planning 
matters now includes LNPs as well as 
Local Economic Partnerships (LEPs). 
 Two other issues that may 
concern us are: 
 

Marine Conservation Zones: 
A number of Marine Conservation 
Zones have now been proposed for 
designation, but only 31 of the 
proposed 127.  Practically all of the 
east coast of England falls within the 
“Net Gain” area and included a 
number of proposed sites. Three of 

these were in Northumberland, the 
Aln estuary, from Coquet to St Mary’s 
and Farnes East but none is included 
in the 31 proposed for designation. 
Two sites further offshore at Rock 
Unique and Swallow Sand are 
included.  
 There is considerable concern 
about the small number of sites 
proposed for designation in 2013. 
Primarily a matter for organisations 
such as the Wildlife Trusts and Royal 
Soclety for the Protection of Birds 
(RSPB), members may still wish to 
register their concerns that many of 
the sites, at least at present, are not 
proposed for designation. The 
thoughts of the Wildlife Trusts can be 
found at http://
thewildlifetrusts.createsend1.com/t/
ViewEmail/r/D2498B6AE90889EE/
A33F3796D83B0305DCCB6820C4466A7
4.  
The consultation period runs until 
March 31st. 

 

Coastal Path 
There is now a consultation for the 
Coastal Path through much of the 
Durham part of our area, from 
Hartlepool (North Gare) to 
Sunderland (South Bents).  I propose 
to consider this soon and comment as 
appropriate.  If anyone wishes to see 
the proposals, they can be found on  
www.naturalengland.org.uk/
coastalaccess 
The consultation period runs until 
February 11th. 
 Finally, recently  CPRE has 
been involved in a number of 
initiatives regarding local food and 
this issues highlights that topic so 
turn the pages to find out more. 
Richard Cowen, NE Regional Chair 
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Chair’s Desk 
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http://thewildlifetrusts.createsend1.com/t/ViewEmail/r/D2498B6AE90889EE/A33F3796D83B0305DCCB6820C4466A74
http://thewildlifetrusts.createsend1.com/t/ViewEmail/r/D2498B6AE90889EE/A33F3796D83B0305DCCB6820C4466A74
http://thewildlifetrusts.createsend1.com/t/ViewEmail/r/D2498B6AE90889EE/A33F3796D83B0305DCCB6820C4466A74
http://thewildlifetrusts.createsend1.com/t/ViewEmail/r/D2498B6AE90889EE/A33F3796D83B0305DCCB6820C4466A74
http://thewildlifetrusts.createsend1.com/t/ViewEmail/r/D2498B6AE90889EE/A33F3796D83B0305DCCB6820C4466A74
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/coastalaccess
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/coastalaccess
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Local Food Web Mapping 
Darlington and Hexham 

6 

In September, CPRE published “From 
Field to Fork”, local food web 
mapping reports for Hexham and 
Darlington.  These are part of a 
series of 19 such studies across the 
country, funded by the Big Lottery 
Local Foods programme.  Volunteers 
– most of them CPRE members – 
interviewed local food retail outlets 
within 2.5 miles of the town centre, 
their customers and their local 
suppliers, building up a map of the 
local food supply chain or ‘web’.  
Information gathered included the 
jobs supported by the local food web 
and an idea of its economic value. 
 The Hexham report finds that 
the local food web supports 1,100 
local jobs in farming, food production 
and at outlets, and an estimated 
£42.5 million of turnover at local 
suppliers.  It includes case studies of 
the impact of supermarkets on the 
town and of the local farmers’ 
market, rated as one of the top ten 
in the country. 
 The Darlington report was able 
to draw on a local foods database 
already compiled by CPRE Darlington 
volunteers. It found that the 
Darlington local food web supports 
2,250 local jobs in farming, food 
production and at outlets, over 125 
local food suppliers in a 30 mile 
radius and generates over £4 million 
turnover across 32 independent retail 
outlets.  Case studies include 
Piercebridge farm shop, Darlington 
Indoor Market and Acorn Dairy.  As a 
result of the Darlington Study, Tees 

Valley Rural Community Council is 
leading a project to take forward the 
recommendations of the report and 
to roll out food web mapping in other 
communities.  Meanwhile Co Durham 
Rural Community Council is 
developing a county-wide local food 
strategy. 
 In both Darlington and 
Hexham, shoppers sought out local 
produce reporting mainly that they 
wanted to support local farmers and 
businesses. 
 Nationally, and this is perhaps 
reflected more in Hexham than 
Darlington, edge of town 
supermarkets and shopping centres 
has weakened town centres and the 
range of independent food stores. 
Nationally, there has been a collapse 
in traditional specialist food stores, 
such as butchers and greengrocers, 
from around 120,000 in the 1950s to 
18,000 in the late 2000s. Town 
centre vacancy rates now average 
14% and can be as high as 30%. 
 The effect on jobs can be 
severe: in 1998 the National Retail 
Planning Forum examined the effects 
on employment following the opening 
of 93 edge-of-town supermarkets and 
found a net average loss of 276 jobs 
in each area. 
 However, the research shows 
that supermarkets are not an 
insurmountable obstacle to vibrant 
local food networks.  Moderately 
sized supermarkets, well-located and 
well-connected with town centres, 
can draw shoppers and support a 

centre’s overall attractiveness. 
However, if local food networks are 
to thrive, they will need sustained 
support. 
 CPRE has adapted the 
methodology used in the studies to 
produce a free Local Food Web 
Mapping Toolkit downloadable from 
the CPRE website, which can be used 
by any local group to produce a local 
food web map for their own 
community.  The Hexham and 
Darlington reports are also 
downloadable from the website – or a 
few hardcopies are available from 
Nic Best, on request. 
Nic Best 

General food website: 
www.cpre.org.uk/resources/farming-and-
food/local-foods/ 
 

Toolkit: 
www.cpre.org.uk/resources/farming-and-
food/local-foods/item/3076-mapping-local-
food-webs-toolkit 
 

Field to fork: Hexham: 
www.cpre.org.uk/resources/farming-and-
food/local-foods/item/3062-from-field-to-fork
-hexham 
 

Field to fork: Darlington: 
www.cpre.org.uk/resources/farming-and-
food/local-foods/item/3061-from-field-to-fork
-darlington 

 

Local supply chain into Darlington 

 

http://www.cpre.org.uk/resources/farming-and-food/local-foods/item
http://www.cpre.org.uk/resources/farming-and-food/local-foods/item


NE England Farmers’ Markets (NEEFM) 
is the “umbrella organisation” for 
farmers’ markets in the North East.  
We don’t run farmers’ markets 
ourselves – but anyone who runs a 
farmers’ market can join.  Our 
members range from local councils 
and the National Trust, through 
private sector companies, producer  
co-operatives and social enterprises 
to community groups. We provide 
support, coordinated publicity and 
advocacy – those things that individual 
farmers’ markets haven’t got time to 
do. 
 Despite the name, farmers’ 
markets allow anyone to sell their 
own produce locally.  Primary 
producers are usually farmers selling 
meat, poultry, veg, etc, and 
secondary producers are required – 
bakers, jam-makers, brewers etc, – to 
use locally sourced ingredients as far 
as possible.  NEEFM sees farmers’ 
markets as a real opportunity for a 

new 
business to 
test its 
products 
and 
develop a 
customer 
base, but 
equally we 
would 
encourage 
producers 
to move on 
to 
supplying 
shops, etc, 
when they 

are established, and we work 
alongside organisations like Taste 
North East in this. So, by and large, 
farmers’ markets are looking for a 
continual supply of new producers. 
 NEEFM supports farmers’ 
markets by helping to organise events 
to increase footfall, by carrying out 
healthcheck surveys (we now have 
two-three years records for some 
markets) – and perhaps most 
importantly running workshops for 
prospective and existing producers 
drawing on the survey data.  We are 
able to tell would be producers what 
customers want at which markets. 
 But perhaps we are best known 
by our website (neefm.org.uk) – which 
lists market dates for the next two 
months, and is now ‘mobile 
accessible’ - and our leaflets listing 
market dates and locations for the 
year.  We also have a Facebook page 
(NEEFMuk) which routinely flags up 
farmers’ markets being held in the 
coming week. 
 And we run a Friends of 
Farmers’ Markets organisation for real 
farmers’ market enthusiasts.  For a 
£10 annual subscription (which helps 
towards to running of NEEFM), Friends 
get three newsletters, access to the 
Friends section of the website and 
invitations to exclusive visits to local 
producers.  Past visits have included a 
Northumbrian sheep farm and 
butchery, a smokery and a 
microbrewery.  Details are available 
on our website. 
Nic Best, Chairman of NE England 

Organisation 
spotlight 

North East England  
Farmers’ Markets 
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Supporting Your Local Farmers’ Market 

 

 

CO DURHAM  Day of month held on: 
 

Barnard Castle 1st Saturday 
 DL12 8LZ 
 

Durham   3rd Thursday 
 DH1 3NJ 
 

Middleton in Teesdale 
   Last Sunday 
 

Sedgefield  1st Sunday 
 Nr St Edmonds Church 
 
CUMBRIA 
 

Brampton  Last Saturday 
 Market Place, CA8 1RW 
 
NORTHUMBERLAND 
 

Allendale  4th Sunday 
 NE47 9PR 
 

Alnwick  Last Friday 
 NE66 1HP 
 

Greenhead  2nd Sunday 
 CA8 7HF 
 

Hexham  2nd & 4th 
Saturday 
 NE46 1XQ 
 

Morpeth  1st Saturday 
 NE61 1LZ 
 

TEES VALLEY  Day of month 

held on: 
 

Darlington   3rd Friday 
 DL3 7LG 
 

Hartlepool  2nd Saturday 
 TS24 0XZ 
 

Middlesbrough (Acklam) 
 TS5 7YN Last Sunday 
 

Saltburn  2nd Saturday 
 TS12 1AE March to Dec, 
   excluding Aug 
 

Stockton  4th Saturday 
 TS18 1UX Apr to Dec, 
   excluding July & 
Aug 
 

Yarm TS15 9BH 2nd Sunday 
  
TYNE AND WEAR 
 

Gibside  1st & 3rd Saturday 
 NE16 6BG 
 

Newcastle  1st Friday 
 Greys Monument, NE1 6JG 
 

Sunderland  4th Friday 
 Market Place, opp Bridges 
 Shopping Centre, SR1 3HW 
 

Tynemouth  3rd Saturday 
 NE30 4RL 

Markets year round unless specified otherwise 

www.neefm.org.uk 
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Mike Norton, Wikipedia 
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In the leafy Newcastle suburb of 
Jesmond there used to be a Catholic 
convent and girls' school called La 
Sagesse, which was forced to close in 
2006 because their London landlord 
put the rent up to a level they could 
no longer afford. The site is adjacent 
to Jesmond Dene and is part of the 
Jesmond Dene Conservation Area. 
The school used to allow the local 
community to use its grounds and 
playing fields for local events but 
since it closed the site has lain 
padlocked and unused. 
 Earlier this year I discovered 
that a company called Shepherd 
Offshore had applied for planning 
permission to build 60 houses and 
flats on the site. The Grade 2* listed 
house would be turned into 
apartments but everything else 
would be demolished and replaced 
with luxury houses and apartments – 
this was to be “executive” housing 
with no provision for any of the 

affordable housing that 
Newcastle badly needs. 
 I established links 
with a local protest group 
and especially with its 
Chairman, Rex Winter. 
We submitted a detailed 
objection to the proposal 
on several grounds.  We 
argued that the proposal 
was over-development 
and that the traffic that 
would be generated by 
wealthy multi-car 
households, including 
“Chelsea Tractors”, would 

have a severe effect on inadequate 
and already busy roads.  We also 
argued for affordable housing and 
community space. 
 In the fullness of time the City 
Council's Planning Committee 
rejected the application and cited 
the arguments we had put forward 
among their reasons for its refusal. 
However, the company has now 
submitted a revised application in 
which they have reduced the number 
of dwellings by one apartment!  The 
objections we made still stand.  Nic 
Best and I have revised our objection 
and resubmitted it.  I cannot believe 
that this application will be approved 
because the company have not met 
any of the main objections to it, but 
is Shepherd Offshore's intention to go 
on trying until we are all worn down 
and bow to the inevitable? That 
would indeed be a triumph for 
irresponsible capitalism! 
Howard Elcock 
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Jesmond Towers: 
  A tale of green meets the planners   

The recovery of gas from shale rocks 
by the high pressure injection of 
liquids has been used in America for 
a while.  As well as successful sites, 
there have been problematic ones.  
There are now companies wishing to 
operate in the UK.  There has been 
some fracking in the Blackpool area 
which was stopped when there were 
minor earthquakes.  CPRE National 
Office has compiled a briefing on the 
topic.  It is considered other parts of 
the country are more suited to the 
process than the North East.  
However, it is possible some part of 

the Pennines could be affected, but 
in the future, so it is worth being 
aware of the topic.  

Fracking: 
Gas from rocks 

Issue Positives Negatives 

Greenhouse-
gas emissions 

Could act as a 
‘transition fuel’ to 
help shift from coal 
to gas 

Methane (more potent than carbon 
dioxide) leaked during fracking means it 
could emit more emissions than burning 
coal in total 

Gas prices Could reduce gas 
prices 

Could undercut investment in cleaner 
energy. Costs of environmental safeguards 
mean it is unlikely to be as cheap as the 
industry predicts 

Energy security Could improve energy 
security as North Sea 
reserves run out 

Commercial viability remains uncertain 
due to limited resources. It will take 
many years to develop. Increased reliance 
on gas could also make the UK’s carbon 
reduction targets harder to achieve 

Landscape 
impacts 

Could have lower 
landscape impacts 
than other energy 
technologies 

Risk of sprawling infrastructure due to 
number of boreholes required. Could lead 
to landscape and habitat fragmentation. 
Gas stations could be built on or near 
extraction site so unlikely to be 
appropriately sited for CCS 

Other 
environmental 
impacts 

  Risk of minor earthquakes, groundwater 
and soil contamination, and regional 
water stress because of the large amount 
of water required to frack. There are also 
significant increases in road use by large 
lorries during extraction. 

 

Table extracted from Shale Gas - A CPRE Briefing (January 2012) 
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Halton Lea Gate residents stunned by 
ruling to allow open cast mining 

The village of Halton Lea Gate lies in 
the south-west corner of 
Northumberland, close to the border 
with Cumbria on the A689. Driving 
along this road gives a sense of a 
remote and wild countryside with 
splendid views unencumbered by 
modern visual intrusions, and indeed 
it has been recognised by CPRE as 
one of England’s most tranquil 
places. 
 Early in 2008 CPRE 
Northumberland was approached by a 
resident with news that an 
application for open cast mining 
close to the village was imminent.  
As usual, in the early stages of these 
applications what local groups need 
is basic information about how the 
planning system works and how to set 
about building a strong case for 
refusal.  Meetings were held with 
local residents and the leader of the 

Parish Council, and a detailed 
appraisal of the application was 
made in the context of the local 
geography and likely impacts of the 
scheme. 
 It became apparent that there 
was a very strong case to be made 
objecting to the proposals on the 
basis of proximity to the village, a 
nearby bird sanctuary, and not least 
to the Northumberland Area of 
Outstanding National Beauty (AONB).  
CPRE wrote a fairly detailed letter of 
objection and some 80 other letters 
of objection were submitted.  By this 
time the local group had become 
well informed and organised and 
needed little specific help, but 
regular contacts were maintained 
and CPRE attended a public meeting 
to discuss the issue. 
 That first application was 
comfortably refused by the County 

Council.  However, two years later, a 
further application was submitted 
almost identical to the first.  This too 
was refused by the County Council. 
There was no surprise in this as the 
planning case appeared to be very 
strong. 
 The applicants then went to 
appeal, at which CPRE gave 
evidence.  Against all expectations 
the appeal was allowed - a 
devastating blow for local residents 
and CPRE Northumberland. 
 The new factor in the equation 
was of course the National Policy 
Planning Framework (NPPF). On the 
basis of the NPPF the Inspector 
appears to have decided that mining 
coal is in the national interest 
regardless of how it is obtained.  
While agreeing there was harm to the 
environment and to nearby residents, 
the Inspector ruled this was not 
sufficient to refuse the appeal.  Thus 
the residents of Halton Lea Gate will 
be required to live with an opencast 
mining operation located just 17 
metres from the boundary of their 
village. 
 This decision provoked 
enormous anger throughout a wide 
section of Northumberland, not least 
because residents are well aware of 
the implications of the ruling.  There 

are many potential sites in rural 
Northumberland where opencast 
mining could take place, and if the 
Halton Lea Gate decision is seen as 
setting a precedent, the future for 
this and other areas of the country 
affected by the threat of open cast 
mining could be very grim indeed. 
 Such was the public interest 
that the BBC’s Countryfile 
programme filmed a report at Halton 
Lea Gate to highlight the issue, 
broadcast in early October.  The 
following week Countryfile rather 
ironically reported that the demand 
for coal is now set to plummet as 
new environmental standards force 
the closure of many of Britain’s aging 
coal-fired power plants. 
 Meanwhile the local group 
have not abandoned the fight and 
have applied for a judicial review of 
the Inspector’s ruling, which is 
believed to be the very first open 
cast public inquiry conducted under 
NPPF rules.  Clearly this is an 
important case, if the Inspector’s 
decision is upheld then the fight to 
protect our countryside, and the well
-being of those living there, will 
suddenly have become much more 
difficult. 
Les Ashworth 
CPRE Northumberland 
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We are grateful to NFU Mutual for 

generously supporting this newsletter 



Durham Branch has had an 
interesting time recently.  Mention is 
made earlier in this NEwsletter of 
the highly successful launch of the 
Darlington food web report and 
further initiatives. 
 In addition, the Branch made a 
submission to Durham County Council 
about the Durham Plan: Preferred 
Options, the emerging Local Plan. 
Thanks go to the many members who 
contributed to this process.  There 
have been numerous representations 
from various organisations (it is 
understood the Council received 500+ 
e-mails), but this has been the last 
stage for those hoping to influence 
the way the Plan develops before any 
Examination in Public. 
 Wind turbine applications have 
continued to be submitted.  Some 
have been applications that are, in 
effect, applications to extend 
existing wind farms such as for two 
turbines at South Moor Golf Course 
that will effectively extend the 
Holmeside wind farm, and a single 
turbine at Low Raisby Farm Kelloe by 
Trimdon Grange.  Applications have 
also been made for large wind 
turbines close to the Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) 
at Rowley and Hulands Quarry near 
Boldron. 
 The application for a smaller 
turbine at Wycliffe has been 
approved, but with a condition that 
cabling should be underground. While 
CPRE objected to this proposal, we 
did suggest undergrounding should 
permission be granted. The 

application for a turbine at Heugh 
Hall Farm by the Limestone 
Escarpment and Junction 61 of the 
motorway has been refused.  A 
number of other applications have 
been withdrawn. 
 An application has now been 
made for a wind mast close to the 
White Mare Pool roundabout at 
Hebburn.  This we believe is the first 
such application in South Tyneside 
and while we do not object to the 
wind mast, we shall wish to examine 
any subsequent wind turbine/farm 
application very carefully. 
 We are pleased to note that 
the Durham County Council refused 
planning permission for 186 houses at 
Bournmoor. This site is not included 
in the Durham Plan: Preferred 
Options and, worse, is in the Green 
Belt.  An appeal appears inevitable 
and we shall need to consider 
participating. 
 It is believed permission has 
been granted for two large housing 
developments in Bishop Auckland, 
both taking access from the same 
roundabout on the A688.  CPRE did 
not object to these, but did raise 
some issues particularly in relation to 
flooding and sustainable transport.  
In addition, a significant retail 
development has been approved in 
Bishop Auckland town centre.  Again 
we did not object but did make some 
comments. 
Richard Cowen and Gillan Gibson 

Durham Branch update 

All three Local Authorities will have a 
very busy 2013 preparing their Local 
Plans for submission to the 
Government for an independent 
examination in public. 
 In the meantime developers 
across all three areas are taking 
advantage of non-extant Local Plans 
to continue submitting their planning 
applications to build large housing 
developments on a number of 
greenfield sites. 
 Neighbourhood Local Plans are 
being considered by a number of 
parishes, with steering groups being 
assembled and the commencement 
of discussions with their relevant 
Local Authorities.  The Tees Valley 
Rural Community Council is working 
with CPRE to produce local seminars/
workshops on preparing and 
producing Neighbourhoood Plans. 

Stockton 
 

Amongst all the bad news of large 
scale housing proposals across 
Stockton is the good news that the 
Tees Heritage Park (THP) was 
officially launched in September 2012 
with a river cruise on the ‘Teesside 
Princess’ from Stockton Castlegate 
Quay to Preston Park, followed by a 
reception to celebrate the THP 
launch.  The concept of the Park 
commenced in 2007, with the Friends 
of Tees Heritage Park, led by CPRE 
member Doug Nicholson, working in 
partnership with Groundwork UK and 
Stockton Council and with 
considerable support from CPRE 
Stockton. 
 The THP project has resulted 
in a fantastic asset for the area, 
ensuring that the river and its 
adjacent green spaces will continue 
to be preserved and protected for 
the benefit of the Tees Valley 
residents and for visitors to this 
stretch of the River Tees. 

Stockton, Middlesbrough and Hartlepool 

14 15 



 

- the countryside champions 

A final goodbye to our green fields? 
 

The Middlesbrough Council Local Plan 
Review is to reach the Preferred 
Options stage in January 2013.  CPRE 
Middlesbrough had previously 
submitted a response to the Issues 
and Options consultation. We 
primarily targeted the abandonment 
of previous Limits to Development 
and Green Wedge policies that has 
led to the threat from large-scale 
housing projects consuming a 
considerable amount of agricultural 
greenspace on the Borough 
boundaries. 
 With a burgeoning threat to 
existing greenspace CPRE 
Middlesbrough are preparing a 
response to Middlesbrough Council on 
their upcoming Green Spaces 
Strategy consultation.  Although the 
Borough is blessed with a number of 
excellent urban Parks, thanks to our 
Victorian forebears, the majority of 

later housing estates suffered from 
lack of such vision on the part of 
town planners.  Housing estates were 
built with little regard to the sports 
and recreation requirements of the 
residents. 
 Although there are now a 
number of  modern standards 
available for planning officers to 
employ in designing new estates and 
their associated sports and recreation 
requirements, it is also necessary for 
the officers to make every effort to 
integrate these new standards into 
existing estates wherever possible. 
Perhaps the number of Council-
owned green fields, already 
scheduled for future housing, could 
be allocated to provide these 
facilities being made accessible to 
urban dwellers via existing (but also 
threatened) green wedge routes. 
Bob Mullen 

Middlesbrough 

Hartlepool Council have now 
completed their Local Plan 
consultation requirements and are 
due to have their document 
examined by a Government Inspector 
in January 2013. 
 A contentious item in the Local 
Plan is the proposal from Yuills to 
build 2,500 dwellings on 150ha of 
agricultural land at the 
southern entry to 
Hartlepool, located beside 
the existing Fens estate. 
This South West Extension 
will supposedly provide 
Hartlepool Council with a 
large proportion of its 
forecasted housing 
requirements in one 
location. As well as actively 
opposing this development 
in total the Fens Residents 
Association have been in 

consultation with 
Hartlepool Council for 
nearly three years and 
with Yuills for a year over 
protecting a portion of 
the designated land – 
50ha – as a green wedge 
alongside the beck to 
preserve the integrity of 
the existing wildlife 
corridor and also preserve 
the visual amenity of the 
area. Another  important 
consideration for the 
Council and the 
developers is flood risk 
reduction into the 

existing Fens estate. 
 With the radically changing 
downward market demand for 
dwellings in such quantity it is to be 
hoped both the Inspector and 
Hartlepool Council will consider such 
a large project unsuitable. 
Bob Mullen 
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Hartlepool 
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The Fens, Hartlepool 

Greatham Beck and open fields 

 



Greenfield flooding in the region 

ANOB Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty 

 

CDRCC County Durham Rural 
Community Council  

 

CPRE Campaign to Protect Rural 
England 

 

LEP Local Enterprise 
Partnerships 

  

LNP Local Nature Partnership 
 

MCZ Marine Conservation Zone 
 

MP Member of Parliament 
 

NEEFM North East England 
Farmers’ Markets 

 

NE North East 
 

NPPF National Policy Framework 
 

RSPB Royal Society for the 
Protection of Birds 

 

TVRCC Tees Valley Rural 
Community Council 

Abbreviations 

www.planninghelp.org.uk 

19 

It has become glaringly apparent over 
the previous 12 months that the 
ability of greenfield sites across the 
NE region to drain away heavy 
rainfall is becoming more prolonged.  
Very few, if any, of these potential 
building sites have been previously 
identified a flood risk zone of any 
category.  However, in recent years 
the water table within the Tees 
Valley has gradually risen to 
unnatural levels, to the point where 
meadows have become inundated 
and remain so for a considerable 
time.  Similar flooding fields were 
seen in 2000 and 2003 but less 

severely so than in 2012.  Extremely 
large housing developments are 
planned for some of these fields, 
covering the fields with impermeable 
construction materials. 
 In their planning application 
Assessments developers claim that 
they can solve these problems with 
clever drainage – and the 
Environment Agency and Local 
Authorities insist they do so.  Sadly, 
the past history of such 
developments and difficult local 
geology would suggest they might 
not. 
Bob Mullen 
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Downloadable booklets on planning 

Downloadable from:  www.planninghelp.org.uk/resources 

Greatham Beck, The Fens, Hartlepool, November 2012 


