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CPRE campaigns for a better 
future for England’s unique, 
essential and precious 
countryside.  From giving parish 
councils expert advice on 
planning to influencing national 
and European policies, we work 
to protect and enhance the 
countryside 
 We believe a beautiful, 
thriving countryside is 
important for everyone, no 
matter where they live.  
Nationally, we do not own land 
or represent any special 
interests.  This differentiates us 
from organisations like the 
National Trust and the 
Countryside Alliance.  Our 
members are united in their 
love for England’s landscapes 
and rural communities, and 
stand up for the countryside, so 
it can continue to sustain, 
enchant and inspire future 
generations.  We’ll be stronger 
by being inclusive - CPRE  is for 
everyone. 

 

NEwsletter by email 
 

Would you rather receive this NEwsletter 
by email?  If yes, please email: 
cpre.northeast@yahoo.co.uk and ask to 
be placed on the email list.  You can ask 
to come off at any time. 
 

Disclaimer:  The views expressed within 
this NEwsletter are those of the authors. 
 

Photo credits: front cover & p8 Graeme 
Anderson; p7 CPRE; p9 & p14 Allen 
Banks, Shutterstock; and p14 River 
Wansbeck & back cover, Colin Adsley. 
 

Items for the next issue should 
be with the Editor by 
1st December 2019. 
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 We have been encouraged by 
research on the English public, which 
reveals that: 
• 80% love spending time in the 

countryside; 
• 90% think the countryside is good for 

their mental wellbeing; 
• 86% think the countryside should be 

for everyone; 
• And over 20 million people would be 

willing to support a charity that helps 
them promote, enhance and protect 
the countryside. 

However, we also found that just 22% of 
adults in England have heard of CPRE 
and, if they have, they’re not aware of all 
we do.  It’s clear we need to make 
people more aware of our work, attract 
more support and volunteers – and 
increase our impact even further.  So, we 
have been looking at how we can 
broaden our appeal and be clearer on 
why we do what we do.  
 There is clear evidence of growing 
public concern for the environment, the 
impact of climate breakdown and 
awareness of the benefits the 
countryside brings to our mental and 
physical wellbeing.  We need to grasp 
this opportunity so that we can achieve 
our aim of a thriving and beautiful  

Hello everyone and welcome to this 
Autumn edition of the CPRE North East 
NEwsletter where we are showcasing 
and publicising CPRE’s new logo.  This is 
only the most visible of many more 
changes that are to come following a 
really comprehensive review of what 
CPRE is, what it does, and how it can 
grow while remaining fit for purpose. 
 Minds have been concentrated by 
the coming centenary of the  
organisation in 2026.  And while we’re 
hugely proud of what the organisation 
has achieved since 1926, every effort is 
now being made to ensure CPRE remains 
relevant and vibrant on its 100th 
birthday. 
 Over the past 18 months, we’ve 
been finding out how our members, 
supporters and the public feel about the 
countryside, what it means to them and 
why they care about it.  
 Part of that desire for an update 
has resulted not only in a new logo but a 
new version of our name.  We’re going 
to be describing ourselves as ‘CPRE  The 
Countryside Charity’ in order to get over 
the point as clearly as possible that we 
are a charitable organisation whose sole 
focus is the countryside for everyone's 
benefit. 
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A new chapter 

where key local work is done. 
 One of the challenges is that the 
general public tends to see us as a 
resource to be called on - like a 
Government body, local authority 
department or quango, rather than an 
organisation they join. 
 And with your help we know we 
can help change that, while offering 
opportunities for countryside lovers to 
make a difference in looking after the 
environment they value and treasure so 
much. 
 Being part of CPRE leads to 
empowerment, rather than the feeling 
there’s nothing that can be done when 
green fields or a piece of the Green Belt 
comes under threat. 

CPRE Northumberland and CPRE Durham 
will be starting a new recruitment appeal 
for members in the next few months.  
You can help by putting your thinking 
caps on for anyone who springs to mind 
who loves the countryside and wants to 
protect it. 
 If anyone does spring to mind put 
them in touch with us directly, or send 
them to our CPRE website nationally: 
https://www.cpre.org.uk/ and the Join 
Us page: https://donate.cpre.org.uk/
page/22662/donate/1?
ea.tracking.id=cpre-web. 
 Recruitment is important to bring 
in fresh new ideas and enthusiasm and 
to help with branch sustainability and 
succession planning at committee level, 

Recruitment 

help us do that. 
 The eye-catching new look of the 
logo is inspired by the colours and 
shapes of our countryside and there will 
be other changes too, like a complete 
revamp of our group websites across the 
country, including, of course, CPRE 
Durham and CPRE Northumberland. 
 We’re confident that our new 
strategic plan and the projects being 
developed will help us attract new 
support for our campaigns and put CPRE 
on a sustainable footing for the next 
generation. 
 The new-look roll-out is set to 
gather pace this Autumn.  
 So watch this space! 

countryside that enriches all our lives. 
 Our research showed CPRE can be 
perceived as negative, and this can put 
potential supporters off, even if they 
love the countryside.  
 Promoting a greater 
understanding and appreciation of the 
countryside – its benefits and fragility – 
helps people connect with it 
emotionally, and want to find ways to 
improve and protect it to benefit people 
and nature. 
 We need to give equal emphasis 
to the work we do to promote, enhance 
and of course, protect the countryside.  
Our new strategic aims - to ‘Connect 
people and countryside’, ‘Promote rural 
life’ and ‘Empower communities’ will 

https://www.cpre.org.uk/
https://donate.cpre.org.uk/page/22662/donate/1?ea.tracking.id=cpre-web
https://donate.cpre.org.uk/page/22662/donate/1?ea.tracking.id=cpre-web
https://donate.cpre.org.uk/page/22662/donate/1?ea.tracking.id=cpre-web
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significant amounts of time (the North 
East being one such case!) and the 
energy and commitment I have seen is 
astounding – yet people still find the 
time and smiles (and the tea and cake!) 
for welcoming in new folk such as me. 
 Another aspect of my role, with 
the guidance of our Director Crewenna 
Dymond, and the support of a team of 
two Volunteering Development Officers 
covering the Midlands (Louise Hall and 
Jacqueline Smith) is to really establish 
the function of volunteering 
development within the national charity 
– putting in place all the required 
systems, processes and policies to truly 
become a professional volunteering 
organisation. We have been updating 
the content on the website, ahead of the 
refresh to come; we are refreshing 
template role descriptions for key 
volunteer roles and we have written a 
Volunteering Policy that suits the needs 
of the national charity – we will produce 
a version of this that can be used by the 
local CPREs where one doesn’t exist 
already.  We are busy getting to grips 
with a brand new Volunteering 
Management Database – a piece of 
software called “Assemble” that is 
multifunctional, allowing us to keep and 
compile all of our volunteering data  

Here we are – all the current members 
of the Volunteering and Partnerships 
Team that I am part of in national CPRE. 
Some of us are new, some of us have 
been around a little while longer but we 
are an expanded team with a refreshed 
focus on supporting the network of local 
CPREs around the country and attracting 
more volunteers and supporters to help 
us all achieve more, together.  
 My role as Volunteering 
Development Manager is to support the 
10 groups across the 3 Northern regions 
with this not insignificant endeavour.  I 
have been out and about over the 
summer meeting people and learning all 
about the work of the groups, how they 
operate, the differences between them, 
the areas they cover and how people are 
finding ways to promote, enhance and 
protect our precious countryside 
landscapes.  I attended the CPRE 
Conference and AGM in Birmingham and 
was wowed by the vibrancy and buzz 
around the event – really interesting 
debates and discussions about all 
aspects of the work of the CPREs up and 
down the country.  What I am struck by 
is the sheer amount of hard work being 
done by a relatively small band of folks 
across the North of England.  In some 
cases, I know volunteers are putting in 

CPRE’s Volunteering and Support Team 

www.facebook.com/
cprenortheastregion/ti,eline?
ref=page_internal 

@CPRENorthEast 
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Antonia White - Network Support Manager 
     Sarah Merrington - Deputy Director Volunteering and Partnerships 
          Cassa Townsend - Volunteering Development Manager - North 
                Crewenna Dymond - Director of Volunteering and Partnerships 
                      Anna Mathieson - Network Support Officer  
                         Louise Hall - Volunteering Development Officer  

Partnerships Team are really part of the 
investment in a “new era” for CPRE - 
exciting times in which we aim to 
transform the way that CPRE, both 
nationally and locally, engages with a 
much wider and more diverse range of 
people and partners. So far the signs are 
good and I really look forward to what 
2020 brings for us all!  
 If anyone wants to get in touch 
they can, on cassat@cpre.org.uk or call 
me on 07936 369411 – I will, of course 
meet some of you on the 21st October at 
your Regional gathering in Newcastle, 
and I really look forward to that too! 
Cassa Townsend, Volunteering 
Development Manager - North 

together in one place, as well as 
advertise volunteer roles for local CPREs 
all over the country and communicate 
effectively with volunteers.  This will be 
up and running in early 2020 and we 
hope that a number of local CPREs will 
be able to use it themselves to transform 
how they reach out and communicate 
with a wider volunteer audience.  In the 
meantime we have been updating the 
information we already have in our 
current database, to ensure our records 
represent the real levels of volunteering 
activity across all groups – including 
ensuring that all active volunteers are 
receiving the (now weekly) CPRE e-
newsletter “Network News”.  
 We in the Volunteering and 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Twitter_bird_logo_2012.svg
mailto:cassat@cpre.org.uk
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is to become an annual event with 
growing momentum. 
 Colin Adsley, Chair of CPRE 
Northumberland, said: "We were 
delighted to give our backing to the 
Green Clean once again and are very 
proud to be staging litter picks like this 
which not only draw attention to a truly 
worthy cause but also help to raise 
CPRE's profile in the community.  The 
litter pick itself only took a couple of 
hours but the real benefit is in bringing 
people together, giving them pride in the 
place they live and highlighting the issue 
of discarded recyclables.” 
 A total of 21 bags of rubbish and 
recyclables was collected by volunteers 
at Newbiggin and 15 bags at Throckley. 
 Elaine Brown, the Deputy Town 
Clerk of Newbiggin Council, who helped 
organise the event, said: "It was 
wonderful to see so many bottles and 
cans cleared from our green spaces and 
we were thrilled to hear we were 
nationally the first Green Clean litter pick 
held by CPRE this year." 
 In Throckley, two local 

councillors, Linda Wright and 
Steve Fairlie, supported the 
initiative and took part in the 
Green Clean.  Councillor Wright 
said: “This is a great initiative and 
we noticed that there was less 
rubbish and recyclables than last 
year.  We think that maybe, 
because last year’s Green Clean 
raised the profile of the need to 
recycle, that people are a bit 
more aware of the need not to 
drop litter.”  

CPRE Northumberland has once again 
led the way in the promotion of 
September’s national CPRE ‘Green Clean’ 
campaign aiming to clear up litter and 
draw attention to the need for a deposit 
return scheme on recyclables. 
 Last year, the group held a Green 
Clean event in September in Throckley 
which gave the group a national profile 
in terms of publicity, and followed that 
up with another event in Newbiggin. 
 This year, CPRE Northumberland 
led the way both literally and figuratively 
- holding the very first Green Clean of 
the month on Sunday, 1st September in 
Newbiggin.  That was followed by 
another Green Clean on Sunday, 22nd 
September in Throckley which was 
attended by CPRE’s Volunteering 
Development Manager Cassa Townsend 
and by Ros Stewart, CPRE Network and 
Volunteering Communications Officer. 
 The first Green Clean initiative 
took place last year as a way of 
highlighting the need for a deposit 
return system on recyclables but so 
successful was the publicity drive that it 

CPRE Green Clean 
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Newbiggin Green Clean 
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Castles of the North Tyne Valley 

and 30 we ate a picnic lunch, then 
headed towards Humshaugh, passing 
Walwick Hall en route. 
 After Humshaugh, field paths and 
leafy lanes immersed us in more pastoral 
tranquillity, puncuated by a close look at 
Haughton Castle and at the gravel works 
at Haughton Strother.  Before returning 
to Simonburn, we were given tantalising 
glimpses of Nunwick Mill and Hall. 
 The walk is described as 
‘strenuous’ as it is about ten miles long, 
with some stiles – but there are no rocky 
steps or climbs.  This southern area of 
the National Park offers a different 
walking experience from the Cheviot 
uplands further north - but is every bit as 
beautiful in its own distinctive way, and 
features a World Heritage Site as a 
bonus attraction. 
Coliln Adsley, Chair, CPRE 
Northumberland 

On Monday, 5th August 2019, a party of 
ten people met for this shared walk 
between CPRE Northumberland and 
Northuberland National Park in 
celebration of the 70 years since the Act 
of Parliament that brought our National 
Parks into being. 
 We set out on a walk full of 
variety in its range of natural scenery 
and historic interest.  We were led by 
Jeff Wild, a volunteer with both CPRE 
and the National Park, who exuded good 
humour laced with snippets of history 
throughout the day. 
 The walk took us through the lush 
farmland south of Simonburn, ascending 
gradually towards the Whin Sill and 
Hadrian's Wall, with good views along 
the vallum - and even better ones north 
across the North Tyne Valley to the 
Wannies and Redesdale, with Chipchase 
Castle catching the eye in its sylvan 
setting.  After inspecting milecastles 29 

North Tyne Valley 
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CPRE North East has never had very 
many volunteers, let alone specialists, 
interested in transport matters – so we 
have generally “farmed out” such 
matters to NECTAR, most recently calling 
in a few NECTAR activists to discuss the 
proposed CPRE “Transport Deserts” 
campaign. So what is or who are 
NECTAR? 
 The North East Transport 
Roundtable (the words Combined and 
Activist were added to make a more 
palatable acronym) was established in 
2000, as part of an initiative by Transport 
2000 (the forerunner of Campaign for 
Better Transport (CBT)).  T-2000 helped 
establish transport roundtables in each 
region bringing together organisations 
and activists interested in a range of 
sustainable forms of transport.  NECTAR 
has over time included representatives 
from RailFuture NE, Living Streets NE 
(formerly the Pedestrian Association), 
Sustrans and CTC (Cycle Touring Club) as 
well as Friends of the Earth and CPRE.  
There have also been  representatives 
from a number of regional and local 
organisations including several rail user 
groups, the Tyne & Wear Passenger 
Transport User Group and even the bus 
company Go NorthEast. 
 Over the years, NECTAR has 
submitted dozens of formal responses to 
Regional Planning and Local Plan 
consultations, to technical Highways and 
Rail Franchise consultations and also to 
House of Commons Highways Select 
Committee enquiries (often being cited 
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in the Select Committee reports).  They 
have also participated in Regional and 
Local Plan Public Examinations overall 
taking a common sense approach to 
sustainable multimodal transport in the 
region.  
 NECTAR also works closely with 
the other two northern regional TAR’s 
(North West and Yorkshire & Humber) 
addressing cross-regional transport 
matters such as HS2 and the activities of 
Transport for the North (TfN). 
 Support funding from CBT 
(Campaign for Better Transport) dried-up 
in about 2010, when they switched their 
organisational focus wholly to national 
campaigning but NECTAR and some of 
the other “TARs” have continued to 
operate on a shoestring.  
 So NECTAR is still functioning, 
though the monthly e-newsletter and 
website have been replaced by a 
Facebook group and the quarterly 
informal update meetings have been 
replaced by a virtual email network.  
These act both as a sounding board and 
a pool of expertise on sustainable 
transport – and they are open for 
anyone to get involved with.  So if you 
are interested in sustainable transport or 
have a transport issue that you would 
like to explore – search for the Facebook 
Group NECTAR (careful you don’t find 
one about “Nectar Points” by mistake!) 
or contact Nic Best 
(nicbest@phonecoop.coop).  
Nic Best, NECTAR 

North East Combined Transport Activists 
Roundtable (NECTAR) 

But, more recently cuts to local authority 
budgets have hit bus services across the 
north east as well.  There are now four 
local authorities across the north east 
that have cut 100% of their funding for 
supported bus routes:  Stockton-on-
Tees, Darlington, Hartlepool, and 
Middlesbrough.  Funding for supported 
buses in Redcar and Cleveland has also 
been cut by 95%.  Where bus services do 
remain intact in the north east they are 
increasingly expensive, with bus fares 
increasing at more than twice the rate 
outside of London.  
 The combination of lost rail and 
bus services is a real threat to rural 
communities in the north east, and is 
making life in the countryside less and 
less sustainable in numerous ways.  
Older people living in the countryside 
are often reliant on buses to reach vital 
services like GPs and libraries.  The loss 
of a bus route can make local services 
unsustainable while making rural life 
incredibly difficult as people grow older.  
Similarly, subsidised buses are essential 
for allowing younger people to stay 
connected and reach places of 
education.  Where bus services have 
disappeared younger people living in 
villages are often forced to move to 
larger cities.  Ensuring that every part of 
the countryside is well served by public 
transport will help support diverse rural 
communities and promote social 
cohesion.  
 For those who can’t afford to own 
or run a car, the loss of bus services can  

England’s countryside is the heart of our 
national identity.  In most people’s 
imaginations the quintessential English 
setting is still a village surrounded by a 
green landscape.  CPRE continues to 
celebrate every aspect of this heritage 
from our wild moors, through rolling 
pastures, to our dramatic coastline.  Few 
countries can rival England for the sheer 
beauty and variety of our countryside.  
Yet, despite the fact that the public 
continues to treasure our rural 
landscapes, the focus of Westminster-
based policymakers is all too often 
elsewhere.  Nowhere is this clearer than 
in the field of transport policy.  For too 
long decision-makers have ignored the 
needs of the communities living in the 
countryside. 
 The north east saw the opening in 
1825 of the world’s first public railway 
using steam trains, between Stockton 
and Darlingaton, but over a number of 
decades much of the public transport 
serving local communities has been lost.  
 Residents of smaller towns in the 
north east have been left with virtually 
no access to trains following stations 
being closed across the region including 
Allendale, Blyth, Jesmond, Crook, 
Horden, and Kielder Forest.  Across the 
Tyne and Wear region there is now just 
one town with a population below 
30,000 that has its own train station.   
It was originally promised that any rail 
route lost to station closures would be 
replaced with bus services to prevent 
rural communities becoming cut off.  

“Transport Deserts” 
Public transport  in the North East 
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“Transport Deserts”  (cont.) 

www.facebook.com/
cprenortheastregion/ti,eline?
ref=page_internal 

@CPRENorthEast 

 

 

Tackling transport issues in the 
countryside is a key part of this vision.  
With a better public transport system we 
could see local shops and high streets 
regenerate as people become less reliant 
on online shopping.  A network of bus 
routes providing access to key services 
for smaller rural settlements would 
ensure that people of all ages and 
backgrounds can continue to live in the 
countryside, protecting the way of life 
and sense of identity that brings.  Vitally, 
we also believe that better public 
transport in rural areas has a huge role 
to play in reducing England’s pollution 
and carbon emissions. 
 This is why CPRE has 
commissioned research quantifying the 
lack of public transport options across 
the countryside.  The first report from 
this research is focused on the north 
east and south west, and will be 
published shortly.  Keep an eye out for 
more developments and I hope to be 
working very closely with CPRE North 
East to help tackle transport issues 
across the countryside in your region. 
Chris Hinchliff – CPRE’s new transport 
policy and campaigns officer within the 
rural economy and communities team 

mean going to work is almost 
impossible, while accessing benefits can 
mean walking for dozens of miles on 
unsafe roads.  This can lead to a 
situation where the countryside is at risk 
of becoming somewhere where only the 
well-off can afford to live.  Having 
affordable and reliable rural transport is 
vital for ensuring that our treasured 
countryside is somewhere anyone can 
make their home. 
 Less public transport means more 
cars on rural roads.  The noise and 
congestion caused by freight lorries 
driving through villages is bad enough, 
but the reliance on private driving to 
travel in the countryside is seriously bad 
news for the planet.  Transport is now 
the largest contributor to climate change 
emissions in the UK and without proper 
alternatives we can’t begin to seriously 
act on global warming.  With more buses 
and fewer cars the rural transport sector 
could make a major contribution to 
tackling the climate emergency. 
 CPRE’s new rural economy and 
communities team is dedicated to 
helping rural communities in the north 
east and across England thrive and 
become more environmentally, 
economically, and socially sustainable.  
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group.’ 
 Since July our revitalised 
Northumberland group has held a number 
of planned events, including another joint 
walk in celebration of National Parks 
entitled ‘Castles of the North Tyne Valley’, 
which gave us a delightful day of varied 
scenery, fine vistas and a wealth of historic 
interest. 
 Shortly before that, Susie White’s 
talk on ‘My life in gardening’ (previewed in 
the last NEwsletter) came to fruition in 
Corbridge Parish Hall. We had advertised 
widely, Annie, our Secretary, made 
fulsome arrangements, including the 
projector and screen, and the committee, 
plus spouses, rallied round as a total of 70 
people enjoyed an unforgettable evening 
of pure pleasure - and we made more than 
£250 on the event. 
 September saw us responding to 
CPRE’s national initiative with Green Clean 
litter-blitzes at Newbggin and, three weeks 
later, at Throckley.  CPRE drew 14 
supporters to the first event and 10 to the 
second, with a total of 37 bags of litter 
collected, including upwards of 1,000 cans 
and bottles. 
 Meanwhile, with the Examination-
in-Public of the Northumberland Local Plan 
imminent, planning continues to demand 
our attention. 
 Letters of objection have been sent 
in respect of: six dwellings, in part on 
Green Belt land, at Moorhouse Farm, 
Stannington Station; and in response to a 
change of layout under ‘reserved matters’ 
increasing the housing numbers from 22 to 
55 on a plot in Cell D of the Great North 
Park, Newcastle.  Further objections are 
under consideration for applications in 
Holystone, Killingworth Moor, West 
Burton, near Bamburgh and Alnwick. 

CPRE Northumberland held its AGM in July 
in a spirit of huge positivity after a year of 
heartening progress.  Colin Adsley officially 
stepped up from ‘acting’ Chair, a position 
he has occupied since the unexpected 
death two years ago of Howard Elcock, to 
become Chair of the resurgent group.  He 
said: “A year or so ago, I explained we 
faced an uncertain future with the 
retirement of our Treasurer and mainstay, 
Les Ashworth.  It is with some pleasure we 
can now report a revival of numbers and a 
healthy atmosphere of discussion and 
activity in the Group.  This followed the 
response to appeals for support to our 
members by our new Secretary Annie 
Lloyd, and a successful press release last 
October by Graeme Anderson, our regional 
CPRE Press Officer.  Les is also lending a 
hand by continuing to offer advice and to 
oversee our accounts until a new Treasurer 
is appointed. 
 As a member, Annie knows a good 
deal about CPRE and settled quickly into 
her stride introducing a new approach to 
our meetings.  We have been able to 
develop a well-working group dynamic 
around the new members who responded 
to Graeme’s press release calling for 
support last autumn.  They have continued 
to attend, and have all brought with them 
active involvements which are enriching 
our discussions. 
 In addition, and hot off the press, 
we can announce that new committee 
recruits Monica Thompson and John 
Hewett have joined and taken on the roles 
of Events and Membership Support 
Officers. They will be working alongside 
the rest of the team to organise 
promotions and events and provide a 
presence at country shows next year, while 
bringing fresh ideas and experience to the 
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 The view below is of the River 
Wansbeck between Ashington and 
Morpeth, but every town and village is 
surrounded by such sights, as leaves turn 
to gold and a gentler light suffuses them.  
 The one above, however, needs a 
special trip, but one which many 
Northumbrians are happy to make at 
any time of the year.  Allen Banks, a 
National Trust treasure accessible off the 
A69 just south of Bardon Mill, here 
displays hints of October gold.  
 But this delightful spectacle is alas 

too brief, so the 
message to us all is 
simple. Get out and 
enjoy summer's 
fleeting farewell 
while it lasts… 
Colin Adsley, Chair, 
CPRE 
Northumberland 

In the England of Shakespeare’s time, as 
in America today, autumn was referred 
to quite simply as the fall.  While 
September's shortening days gradually 
signal that summer is passing, the 
change in the appearance of the 
countryside as October ends is brief and 
dramatic. Trees and water in particular 
take on a new glamour. 
 But many other scenes we have 
passed by without note through the rest 
of the year suddenly catch the eye and 
touch us with their poignancy.  This 
bounty can be found everywhere.  

Summer’s Farewell 
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Allen Banks, Northumberland 

River Wansbeck at Bothal 
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CPRE Durham Round-up 

IT has been a busy few months for CPRE 
Durham with much time taken up by 
considering and responding to the draft 
Durham Local Plan, the draft South 
Tyneside Local Plan and attending the 
Sunderland Local Plan Examination in 
Public (EiP). 
 To have one plan on the go can be 
testing for a group but to have three all at 
once is enough to stretch any group to its 
limits. 
 

County Durham Plan 
This is the second time that Durham 
County Council has sought to have a Plan 
examined with a view to adopting it as 
the Local Plan for the county.  The 
previous version was said by the 
Inspector appointed to be unsound in a 
number of significant respects and, 
following a legal challenge of his interim 
report, it was withdrawn by the Council.  
The Plan now submitted is the current 
version that the Council hopes it will be 
able to adopt if the new Inspector 
determines that it is sound. 
 “Soundness” is determined by a 
number of legal principles.  This is not an 
opportunity to put various desired 
options for inclusion, but to argue 
whether or not the Plan meets those legal 
principles, ie is it legal, consistent with 
national policy, will it be effective and is it 
justified? 
 The current Inspector has already 
been very pro-active and set dates for the 
Examination in Public (EiP).  There will be 
4 different sessions from 22 to 24 
October, 12 to 14 November, 26 to 28 
November and 3 to 5 December, to be 
held at The Glebe Centre in Murton.  

 There have been numerous 
representations to the Plan and many 
requests to attend the EiP.  For some 
subjects there are so many that the 
Inspector has asked organisations to list 
their two most important subjects and to 
consider liaising with other groups.  CPRE 
Durham has been invited to the Green 
Belt and Environment sessions, plus the 
Minerals session as there are only 9 
groups listed for that one.   
 

South Tyneside Local Plan 
A major consultation on the version of 
the Plan where comment can be made on 
the policies and content closed at the 
beginning of October.  CPRE, along with 
many other organisations and individuals, 
have made representations and it is now 
the waiting game to see what is in the 
next draft of the Plan. 
 Whilst, like many Local Plans, 
there is much that is desirable, such as 
protection for the coast, there are 
elements of contention.  The deletion of 
Green Belt  is a very hot topic and the 
amount of housing proposed with the 
concomitant traffic issues is causing deep 
disquiet.  The other major topic drawing 
objections are the proposals to close two 
level crossings and replace them with a 
bridge at Tilesheds. 
 

Sunderland Local Plan EiP 
CPRE recieved invitations to the sessions 
where Green Belt was an issue. Paul 
Miner came from national CPRE to 
represent us at the Strategic Policy 
“Matter”.  Richard Cowen covered the 
Matter relating to housing numbers and 
Gillan Gibson the site specific sessions on  

15 



CPRE Durham Round-up (cont.) 

16 

Green Belt deletions, where local 
residents were also out in force for some 
of the sites.  The Inspector has issued a 
“Post Hearing Advice”  where he 
proposes 3 of the sites should be retained 
in the Green Belt and queries why an 
additional site at West Park is not 
proposed for deletion.  It is an interesting 
“observation” and it can be no more than 
that, that the sites to be left in the Green 
Belt were those where the local residents 
were vocal, well prepared and were able 
to present their case at the EiP. 
 

Neighbourhood Plans 
Cassop cum Quarrington Parish Council, 
which covers an area including Bowburn, 
Parkhill and Cassop, is preparing a 
Neighbourhood Plan which is reaching an 
advanced stage.  As the draft County 
Durham Plan does not allocate any land 
in the parish for housing, the emerging 
Neighbourhood Plan also makes no 
provision (while recognising that some 
housing proposals in suitable locations 
may be acceptable). 
 In Sedgefield they have held their 
referendum and there was 93% support 
for the Plan on a turnout of 25.8%. 
 

Planning applications 
The CPRE Durham network has continued 
to scrutinise planning applications.  They 
opposed an application for 171 houses to 
be built at Edmondsley, a small village 
between Sacriston and Stanley.   
Sacriston is the nearer settlement to this 
site but the road linking Sacriston and 
Stanley, the B6532, is busy and quite 
exposed.  As far as the site is concerned, 
this is on a distinct slope, as indeed 
suggested by the name of  the road, 

Congburn Bank.  The site is located 
outside of the existing settlement and 
would result in significant encroachment 
into high quality countryside.  It is is 
adjacent to sensitive wildlife and 
woodland areas which would require 
mitigation in the form of a buffer and 
provision of green space, significantly 
reducing the developable area and 
negatively impacting on viability.  The site 
is also within a landscape conservation 
priority area and development would 
result in significant adverse residual 
impacts in landscape and visual terms, 
even factoring in mitigation.  CPRE 
Durham also objected on the grounds 
that the county already has a five-year 
supply of housing land and asked for the 
application to be refused permission. 
 In South Tyneside CPRE Durham 
objected to proposals for housing on East 
Boldon Church of England School site 
due to the loss of trees, a major issue in 
the Borough, and also to an application 
for housing at the Water’s Edge pub at 
Trow Point, South Shields.  Both were 
refused by the South Tyneside Council 
and have now been appealed. 
 In Darlington land to the west of 
the A68 and to the north of West Park 
Garden Village has been earmarked for 
the building of 107 houses.  CPRE 
Darlington has objected to the planning 
application because the land is outside 
development limits and the Borough has 
a proven Five-Year Housing Land Supply.  
The site was allocated in the West Park 
Masterplan for commercial use but never 
received  planning permission.  The time 
for any change of allocation will be when 
the Borough of Darlington Local Plan is  
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published and consulted upon. 
 CPRE Durham opposed the siting 
of 10 holiday lodges on land to the 
northwest of the A68 Cafe, Toft Hill, an 
application which has been refused.  They 
also opposed a barn conversion and 
extension application in Baldersdale 
within the North Pennines Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB), plus 
plans for 8 houses on the edge of 
Cotherstone. 
 An application to build 15 houses 
at Sunniside near Crook has also been 
opposed.  Sunniside is a generally linear 
village above Crook and has limited 
facilities and its location is, because of the 
hilly topography, somewhat isolated from 
the larger settlements of Crook and Tow 
Law.  There has been recent building in 
Sunniside, but this current application is 
being opposed on the basis it represents 
a significant intrusion into open 
countryside. 
 The saga of the new County Hall in 
Durham City continues.  Whilst the 
principle of moving County Hall is not 
opposed, the new city center site on The 
Sands coach park has proven 
controversial.  The parish council for 
Durham city sought leave to commence a 
legal challenge against this decision, but 

this was rejected by the court.  It also 
came to light that part of the site, the 
coach park, was in fact registered as 
common land.  The Council are now 
seeking permission from the Secretary of 
State to de-register this and have offered 
land at Aykley Heads in substitution.  That 
process, at the time of writing, is ongoing.  
However, work is progressing on that part 
of the site that is not common land. 
 It’s not all objections, this summer, 
CPRE Durham has considered, but not 
objected to, development of land at 
Newton Aycliffe, housing at Gilesgate 
School, Durham City, housing at 
Willington, a very small wind turbine at 
Westgate in the Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty (AONB), glamping at 
Beamish and additions to a 
communication mast at Harwood, in the 
AONB and in the far west of the county. 
 There have also been letters in 
support of applications in Darlington at 
Four Riggs, where the proposals will bring 
housing to the town centre with 6 
apartments; and at McMullen Road 
where 24 apartments and 32 semi-
detached houses will benefit the urban 
area and take the pressure off green field 
sites elsewhere. 



CPRE is pushing forward with efforts to 
have the Government re-adopt a 
‘Brownfield First’ policy to housing 
development.  CPRE’s Chief Executive 
Crispin Truman said: “We want to make 
the conversation about sustainability 
and recycling much bigger and, along the 
way, help save the countryside we all 
need and love.  We want the 
Government to understand that we must 
avoid single-use land as well as single-
use plastics.  The best way to do this is 
with a ‘brownfield first’ policy that 
ensures previously developed land is 
recycled before our green spaces are 
even considered for development.  That 
way, we can build the homes people 
need, where they need them, revitalising 
our towns and cities - while also 
protecting our countryside. 
 “We persuaded the Government 
to commit to a ‘brownfield first’ policy 
back in 1998 and just 10 years later, 
almost 80% of new homes were being 
built on previously developed land.  But 
it wasn’t to last.  In 2011, the coalition 
Government decided to revoke that 
brilliant policy, triggering a sharp decline 
in the number of homes built on 
brownfield land.  Now it's down to just 
53%. 

 “The decision to drop ‘brownfield 
first’ has been a disaster for our green 
fields and for all of us.  In 2017 alone, an 
area of countryside the size of Liverpool 
was lost – the countryside we all value 
for enriching our lives and the 
environment.  What’s really frustrating is 
that this scale of loss is unnecessary.  
We’ve proved time and again that 
there’s enough brownfield land to 
accommodate one million new homes, 
without losing a single green field. 
 

“What we aim to do now is: 
 

• Gather vital evidence to power our 
campaign; 

• Spark public demand to recycle 
brownfield land first; and 

• Persuade key decision-makers in 
Government to back our calls for a 
‘brownfield first’ policy. 

 

The public mood is to see real change on 
environmental issues – and fast.  We 
must take advantage of this momentum 
 Together, we can persuade the 
Government to bring back a ‘brownfield 
first’ policy NOW - to benefit our 
countryside and communities for 
generations to come. 

We’ve done it before, let’s do it again. 
 

Recent resources 

• Redefining Affordability: a CPRE 
Briefing 

• CPRE’s annual “State of Brownfield 
2019” report 

• CPRE’s Annual Review 2018 

Most popular 

• How to shape where you live: a guide 
to neighbourhood planning 

• The end of the road? Challenging the 
roadbuilding consensus 

• Mapping Local Food Webs Toolkit 

www.cpre.org.uk/resources 

 
 

Bring back “brownfield first” for housing 
measures would actually limit the use of 
petrol or diesel vehicles and in doing so 
reduce NO2 emissions. 
 In refusing permission, the 
Inspector agreed that air quality and 
human health would suffer if this 
development was to go-ahead 
 Richard Knox-Johnston, Vice 
Pesident of CPRE Kent, said: “We believe 
that winning this planning appeal 
represents the first time air-quality 
mitigation leading to health concerns has 
been given as a reason.”  CPRE Kent used 
air quality in this case even though the 
local planning authority did not object. 
“In having this precedent tested in the 
High Court and subsequently in the 
Court of Appeal it has been shown that 
air-quality mitigation must now be taken 
into consideration in any planning 
application.” 
 Richard Cowen of CPRE North 
East, said: “This is a great and important 
victory won by CPRE against the 
developers.  Gladman will be a name 
very familiar to people in the North East 
for a number of unpopular applications 
that we have opposed.  This decision 
that air quality is now something that 
should be taken into consideration in the 
planning process is an extra weapon in 
our armoury when it comes to opposing 
sprawling new estates being 
inappropriately built.” 

CPRE North East has welcomed - and will 
take into account for the future - a court 
ruling which confirms air quality should 
be a factor when considering planning 
applications. 
 The ruling came against Gladman 
Developments Ltd who were trying to o 
build up to 330 homes and an ‘Extra 
Care’ facility at Pond Farm, Newington, 
near Sittingbourne in Kent. 
 The proposals were refused by a 
planning Inspector and again by a High 
Court judge in 2017.  Gladman took that 
decision to the Court of Appeal, where 
the decisions of the Inspector and the 
High Court were upheld in a judgment 
handed down in September. 
 CPRE Kent had challenged the 
proposals as it was clear homes built in 
this location would be heavily dependent 
on car-based transport, and that building 
in this area would only worsen already 
unacceptable levels of air pollution along 
the A2 at Newington and Rainham. 
 At the planning inquiry, Gladman 
argued that it had offered a financial 
contribution to undertake measures that 
would limit the effects of its 
development on air quality.  However, 
CPRE Kent’s air-quality witness, 
Professor Stephen Peckham, successfully 
argued there was no indication of how 
that contribution would be spent, nor 
any evidence provided that those 

Air quality: a planning consideration 

www.facebook.com/
cprenortheastregion/ti,eline?
ref=page_internal 

@CPRENorthEast 
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